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ae THE TASKS BEFORE THE | ‘Pout 


le The documents reproduced in the first section of this issue clearly show 4b tae 
Opment of the Stalinist policy of repression of the POUMs the campaign’ of slander, the 
expulsion from the Catalonian goverment, the suppression of its Madrid paper and radic . 
Statione From the POUM, the repression began to spread to the CNT; as their French 
Sympathetic organ, "La Revolution Proletarienne", states, "The Syndicalist daily,'C.N. 
T.' of Madrid, was suspended for an indefinite periodss.its last issue was confiscated 
at the eee shope" 


: this repression has brought the two organisations closer together in Spain, and in- 
-vernationally has had similar repercussions among those tendencies in the labor move= 
ment who, with whatever politictl differences am criticisms, support one or the other 
of these organizationse In Spain, @ joint agreement was signed by all the anti~fasdist 
Organizations (except the Stalinist PSUC and the UT which it eontrols) pledging them= 
selves not to resort to Slander as a political weapone In the United States, the or~ 
g2nizations sympathetic to the CNT in their press protest rgninst the persecution of 
the POUM and some of them are in favor of a united front campaign to protest aclaaigtt 
the repressions of the POUM and the ONT. 


If the repressions Are not stopped, it is clear that they will go further and fur~ 
thert from the POUM to the CNT, from the outlying Madrid branches to the strongholds in 
C.talonia, from suppressing the press rind radio to declaring the org-nizntions illegal, 
driving them underground, bringing their leqders before a firing squade This can only 
werken the objective struggle of the Spanish workers against fascism, 2m work object= 
ively toward the victory of Franco. 


2¢ For this rerson we, like every other working~cliss organization, must peer aae our 
Solidarity with the comrades of the POUM and the CNT against the repressions of the 
Stalinists ind their bourgeois rllies, and raise our voice in protest agninst these coun- 
terre volutionsry actionse We reprint documents of the POUM which give their position 

in the face of this repression 4nd present their defense and counter-attack against the 
persecutione 


- 3 The fight which the POW is carrying on agninst the Strlinist repression suffers from 
Serious shortcomings! it does not pose the basic differences, but limits itself to a 
Ssuperificinl, merely organizational quarrel rgainst the "maneuver", agzinst the ‘inter= 
ference". It does not state why the Strlinists attack the POUM 2nd the CNT, nor coun 
terpose 2 cleitr political line to the line of the St. yLinists 


The POUM rnd the CNT both stand for "\ workers’ revolution", nd both are opposed to 
“the defense of the bourgeois republic", The Stalinists ore committed to the People's 
Front, that is, to the maintemnce of bourgeois law ind order, and the beherding of the 
proletarian revolution in order to cut it dowm to fit the limits of bourgeois democracye 
They want 2. regular army controlled by the military specinlists and free from the con- 
trol of workers' organizqtions; they wint 2. strong, iuthoritarian government retaining 
and restoring the old appratus of the state 29 it wis before July 1936. 


The POUM issues slogans "For 2 Workers’ Government", "For ‘Jorkers' Police Patrols", 
"For Committees of Workers, Persants rnd Soldiers", “For Soldiers’ Committees". It 
counterposes the Workers' Alliance, that is, the fighting united front of workers or 
gtnizations, to the People's Front. But its nctm1 practical work does not flow from 
these Slogans, 2nd in fact contradicts them. It has not established soldiers' commit~ 
tees even in its own militia columns. It has never repudiated its major political mis= 


a De a ‘ Mikey ‘ 
takes of the pasts the participation in the People's Front electoral bloc in Februiry, 
1936, the prrticiprtion in the Crtrlonian Goneralitat from September to’ Decomber,1936¢ 
Even néw, expelled from participation in the People's Front coalition government with 
the bourgeoisie in Catalonia, it continuos to participate in the coalition governhent 
in Valéenciae 


4. In order +6 carry on a political fight, and not merely an abstractly organizational © ; 
one in the name of “workers' unity” 1nd ‘workers’ democracy", it would have to demr- ‘ 
cate itself sharply from the People's Front policy ofthe Stalinistss This it is un~ 
able ¢0 do even in theory, 18 shown by. the irticle in "Lx Bstrll," which we translate, 

with their ambiguous positions ‘With ~ without ~ against", "to the extent thate..™, 

"if..." = this is precisely the Inmguage which the Mensheviks used in 1917 to describe 

their position inside the Kerensky Government» This only adds to the confusion among 

the Sprnish workers, prevents them from understinding the rer] miture and necessiry 
consequences of the People's Front, and makes it impossible for the POW to cSrry on 7 
political fight against Strlinism. 


“The delegates of the LRVP told the lexders of the POUM, in Barcelona and in Brus 
sels, in October of last yerry that the Spanish revolution was facing a crisis; that it 
had already pissed it high point and was beginning to go backward, that the policy of 
entering the Catelonian government wis 2 mistrke ini thit it was necewsiry to break 
with the Catarloninn government immediately. (See NIRy Vol» 1 Noe5, December, 1936). 
The POUM leadership was opposed to this position. It justified the dissolution of the 
workers' anti~fascist militin committees, the transference of power wd of workers? 
support to the governmente [+t thus took over its shire of the responsibility for the 
reactioniry rcts of the governments; just 1s its entry in the People's Front electoral 
bloc in Februtry 1936 left it with 1 share of the responsibility for the treachery of 
the People's Front and its failure to defend the Spanish masses from the fascist re= 
volt in Julye 


5s The repression of the Stalinists flows from their clear=cut policy of the People's 
Front, that is, of the subordination of the independent rection of the proletarizt to 
the interests of the bourgeoisie, Tho Strlinists, as the most consistent and extreme 
proponents of this policy, backed by the resources of the Soviet Union, force the other 
working~class. orgenizations wm tendencies more ami more either to support their pol= 
icies, to unite with them in action, and 1s an ultimate consequence to merge with them, 
or on the other hand, to fight them politically and organizationally, in which case they 
will be attacked .s "Trotskyites", 


The Socinlist Party of Spain, herded by Largo Cabrllero, his gone % long way on the 
road of adaptation to amt ultimate merger with the Strlinistse Their political line is 
that of the People's Front, the regular army, the defense of democracy, etce  Orgrin= 
jantionally, their youth section his rlrerdy joined the Strlinist youth, 1nd their Gat~ — 
aAlonian sections hive merged with the Stalinists, in both cxses openly rffiliating with 
the Third Intermtionhl.e The S.P. of Sprin itself hrs opened negotirtions to this end 
with the GP« As an inseparable part of this development, Gnabrllero & Coe had to attrck © 
the POUM, xnd specificrlly to confiscite its press 3nd mdio strtion in Midride The 
doouments transinted here show how he tries to shift the responsibility to the Ort 7lon~ — 
inn government (for the rctions of the Midrid Defense Council 4), rnd how the General~ 
it2t in turn shifts the responsibility back to Madrid. 


The Socinlist Party of Americn, refusing to fulfill its intermitionnl obligation 
to the Spinish workers, merely beciuse it is not directly and immedintely concerned, 
continues to support Cabrllero ind the defense of democracy in Spring rt thesime time 
issuing % plitonic protest wm cirrying on in rbstract discussion on the People's Front 
in generale 


* 


‘ 


“6. ‘The Trotskyists .nd certain elenenta which live politically as a caricnture of the 
Sectarian side of Trotsky's policies, for some time took the position that the part~ 
icipation of the POUM in the People's Front bloc and the Gatalonian government ,called . 
for their denunciation as traitors.  wWe criticized these %ctions sharply (NIB Vol.-1 
nos e4 and 5), but rejected the characterizition of “hetraynl", which had the politic~ 
Al effect of closing the door to collaboration or support of any kinds — Our. positior 
was and is that of support of the Spanish workers' revolutionnry struggle against frs~ 
cism, and with regird to the POUM, mterial support and political Criticisms 


Comrade Trotsky, in his recent interview with the Havas 2gency, and the Trotskyites 
in v2rious countries, have dropped the characterization of betrayal, and are approach 
ing the policy of “criticgl’ support". Under the pressure of events, of criticism and 
possibly also of internal discussion, they have come over to our position on the POU. 


Te For the POUM to function as a political force, which is the only way in which it can 
meet the attacks of the Stalinists and their allies, it will have to carry om-n serious 
evaluation of its past policies with respect to the Peopde's Front ard participation ir 
the government, and hammer out a line of revolutionary policy which will transite into 
practice the revolutionary slogans which it issues. on this basis, it will be able to 
educnte the thousands of raw elements who hive joined it since July, carry out an inter- 
mal reorginizrtion which will transform it snto 1 disciplined revolutionary organi zatio: 
and ttract to itself the sexttered revolutionary elements within the UGT and the CNT. 
In the struggle to this end, the left wing of the party exn crystallize and clarify it~ 
self, differentiating and separating itself from those reformist nd centrist elements 
who want to find n common ground on which conciliation with thé Strlinists might be pos: 
gible. In this way, the revolutionary elements of the PCUM can become the objective 
force that’ will lead the Spanish workers to victory in the revolutionary struggle 
agninst fascisme 


WHAT CAN ‘VE EXPBOT FROM THE BARCELONA CONFERENCE? 


1. The FOUM took the initiative, ind jointly with the London Burentu took the respons~ 
ibility, for the calling of the Bircelona Conference, now scheduled for Mayl, 19376 
This conference, like the Brussels Songross of last year, is a type of "New Zimmer~ 
wald" conferences thit is, as in 1915, we sre confronted with the collapse of the old 
Intermtiomls, the need of a new revolutionary tntermtioml (which today can only 

be the Fourth Intermtional), and the fact that the elements for building it re sent~ 
tered and disintegrated. As ih 1915, it is necessary to estvblish an intermtional 
discussion through conferences, to crystallize the revolutionary elements and separ= 
ate them fromthe reformists and centristse 


2s We have consistently fought any attempts to exclude any section of the revolution~ 
ary movement from such 4 conferences Specificrlly, when Sehwab last November stated 
that Gorkin of the POUM was opposed to admitting WTrotskyites" to the Barcelon® Con™ 
farence, wo chnllenged his strtement in 1 letter to Gorkin, and came out in favor of 
admitting not only those affiliated orgrnizationally with Leon Trotsky but also other 
groups like ours who are for a Fourth Internitional waile organizntionally distinct 
and having certain political differences with the Trotskyites, on the rond to the 
Fourth Intermtionnal. (forkin’s answer has not been received, but in conversition 
with our Comrade Krehm, he started thit he never wos ard is not now in favor of the 8x~ 
clusion of the Trotskyites or of the other Fourth Internvtionalist groupse 


3. In this issue we translate two Trotskyite documents, explaining why they are going. 
to the Barcelo Conference and why they did not go to the Brussels Congress. We 
need not pry much rttention to the unintelligent reference to "Field, the anti-Trot- 
skyite, sectirian, etce™, or to the eomienl scorn with which they refer to the lack 
of mass following of the parties of the London Buranu (outside of the POUM)+ 59 far 


‘ : ahd ; ; 
as we know, the ILP .lone has more members thin such "mass" orginizations 16 the Soo~ 
dalist Party of -Americne 


‘that is important is the results of participition in the Brussels Congress. jccord 
ing to the document, these results were harmfule It gave the centrists a common pro~ 
gram, the rttack on "Trotskyism", while if we 1m the RSAP. had not been present, there 
would hive been no common basis, ind consequently, the London Bureau would have gone 
to pieces ~ by itself. This is o non-Marxist, fotalistic position, wrong in theory 
and contradicted by the facts. [It is wrong bec use it denies the subjective role of 
the revolutionists in influencing the development: of centrist orginizations; it says 
that this development will proceed ina more swisinctory manner if the revolutionists 
abstrin from action, ind leave it to the "historical process's This from an organ= 
izntion which had actmlly liquidated itself into reformist organizations in order to 
"influence" them from withins 


tt is contradicted by the factse Jt was precisely the Trotskyites' policy of ab= 
stention towird the London Bureau that helped to keep it togethore It was precisely 
by pirticipating in the conference that we hid the opportunity to bring out into the 
open those issues which rre burning questions within the centrist prrties; Spain, the 
Fourth Intermtional, the Soviet Unione By demanding clority 2nd clean=cut polit~ 
jonl positions on these issues, we forced the right wing (Schwab, Brockway, etce), to 
appeer openly, not only igainst the left wingers in their own parties, but against 
other ptrties of the London Buretu which were moving lefte In spite of our small 
forces, this ws more than rwstentionisn and ultimatism hid been able to rAccouplish 
since the Decliration of Four. This rppeared in the discussion in the press ofthe 
ILP, the SAP, the Nutch RSB, 2M others, of our position for a Fourth Internitional, 
for clarity before unity, for the building of a revolutionary movement by participa ~ 
tion in mass organizitions and the clarification, differentiation and separntion of 
revolutionists from reformists ind centrists. ' 


4. The Trotskyites on this issue,too, 11r6 appirently being forced by events to make 
concessions 6° the line of participition, even though they do not want openly to change 
their linee For this reson, they resort to flimsy argunentitions Barcelonr is not 
Brussels, the revolutiomiry Sp2nish massos will, exert im influence on the decisions ~~ 
in Bircelom (appnrently not on the PSUC = besides, 4f revolutionists should prrtici~ 
pate in conferences only if there is a favorable revolutionary milieu, why did the 
Trotskyites pick for their conference last jugust, of 211 plices - Geneva 2) 


This nonsense is an actual obstacle to 2 principled revision of their sectarian 
line of the pist toward the centrist orgrnizitions and 2 principled 2cceptance of the 
Wow Zimmerwald" line on the basis of the independent retivity of the revolutiomry 
organizations This revision is necessary if the Trotskyites are to be & force in 
the development of the revolutionary movement and the actual building of @ real Fourth 
Internrtionrle 


Se The growing influence of Stalinism is one of the forces that is disintegrating the 
London Buretue The Strlinist line of the People’s Front forces every group find or= 
ganization to take 2 position, to declare {tself and either line up with the Stalinists 
and the bourgeoisie, or cirry on a revolutiomry struggle 2g7inst Strlinism and 211 
forms of concilintion with it, socirl-democrmtic or Strlinist reformisme The POU 
has no choice in the matter — no form of concilintion is objectively pessible, because 
the Spanish events immedintely tronsiite every programmitic position into practicée 
They must fight the CP rnd the CI, or liquidate. The other parties of the London 
Burenu rare still trying to find compromises, half~wry solutions which will not “isol- 
nte them from the misses", but mike possible some form of unprincipled unity with the 
Strlinists. The ILP has opened a “unity camprign" with the Cp 1m the Socinlist 
Levgue (whose first achievement in unity wis its expulsion from the Lvbour Party). 
The ILP cnn still mike “reseryvbions* about the People's Fronte actunily they are 
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Ie POLITICAL RESOLUTION 


ihe Bourgeoisie Attempts to Raise its Head ~ The revolution begun on July 19th, 
aS an immediate result of.the military—fascist uprising, is going through a cri- 
tical periods ‘The bourgeoisie, terrorized in the first phase of the mcvemont, 
ig uttedpbing to raise its head, infiltrating into the institutions created by 
the revolution and occupying the strategic positions which it had lost. In order 
to achieve its aims, it is not presenting its intentions openly, but as usual,in 
all psople's revelutions, it is making use of the parties and groups ef the pet- 
ty bourgeoisie, and even of the working-class, in order to carry on its work with 
greater guaranties of efficiency and of unity 


This work finds anexceptionally favorable envirorment in the oceupational 
Situation created by the ware The imperious necessity of winning the war, the 
Complicated problems which it poses, and its necessities constitute a factor 
which, clewerly managed, has an extraordinary power of suggestion over the masses 
and favors the plans of those who claim to bury the revolution by forcing it with~ 
in the narrow framework of the democratic republica. The working-class must real~ 
ize that its whole future is at stake, that war and revolution are inseparable, 
that only by destroying the basis of the capitalist regime to the roots will all 
possibilities for victory of fascism be destroyede ee 


Tf Fascism Yas Not Conquered, It Is Tue Exclusively To The Yeroism of the Working= 


Glass ~- ff fascism did not triumph by a thunderclap on July 19th, this was due 
entirely and exclusively to the heroic energy of the working class which, caught 
by surprise, unarmed, was able to oppose & barrier to the fascist advance, and, 
taking possession of the arms of the enemy, destroy all resources of power of the 
old regime and attack the rights of private property, thereby beginning a profound 
revolutione Thanks to this circumstance, of immense historical importance, the 
proletariat went on to exercise the aksolute hegemony over the revolutionary move= 
ment, and the petty bourgeois parties, at whose tailend the working=class had fol~ 
lowed for years, disappeared almost completely from the political scenes 


They Are Trying To Undermine the Positions Gonquered by the Working=Glass ~ tft 
_ is the positions conquered by the proletariat which they %re attempting to undermine 
Ot the present time and which, in part, they have succeeded in doinge The Central 
Goverment, even apart from its composition, is 2 typical government of "sacred 
union", & jealous guirdian of thea precepts of democrntic~bourgeois constitution, 
wide completely obsolete by the events, which in no way differs fundamentally from 
the previous government of the People's Fronts ‘The government of @rtalonia, side 
from being of similar composition, hrs been infinitely more progressive than the 
central govermment inasmuch 1s it has had to functian in a different political 
enviroament, determined hy the existence of two org. nizations, 
the CNT. and tho PLOIM., which maintain revolutionmry positions, and have 


prevented the petty bourgeois ideology from infecting the working~class movement. and 
putting it at the Service of the interests of the democratic petty~bourgeoisies. - 


The Blimination of the P.0.U.M. ~ The attempt to. eliminate the POU from the Gouncil 
of the Generality, the first step of 2 vast maneuver whose second step would be the 
elimiwation of the GNT,.is undertaken in order to change this state of affairs cre~ 


ating favorable conditions for putting a brake on the revolutions 


Yo Must Finish With The Bourgeois Parliament - Under these circumstances, the Cen- 
tral Committee of the POUM believes that one of the most effective means for warding 
off the effects of this vast maneuver, for consolidating the conquests of the work~ 
ing-class and stimulating the revolutionary process, consists in neutralizing suit-— 
able organs of expression for the revolutionary aspirations of the working-class, 
which bring the masses together and can constitute the basis for the future regime. 
To maintain the bourgeois parliament at this time is an anachronism that can be fat— 
ale The democratic parliament is an institution which corresponds to the stage be~ 
fore July 19the Neither by its composition nor by its spirit can it respond to the 
revolutionary necessities of the presert momente It is not parliament that can frge 
the new society, but a constituent assembly which will lay the basis for a Spain free 
from the oppression of landlords and capitalists, for the union of Socialist Republic. 


Assembly of Committees of the Factories, Representatives of the Peasants and Soldiers~ 
The representatives of this assembly cannot he elected by the system of universal sut~ 
rage, % survival of the democratic bourgeois regime, but must ve elected by the work~ 
ers, the péasants ami the soldiers, represented by the shop and factory committees, 
the persant assemblies and the delegates from the fronte From this assembly must 
arise the new socinlist structure of the country and the workers an peasants govern= 
ment which will represent the rising will of the masses who are struggling against ~ 
fascism and spilling their blood, not for the democratic republic but for a society 
free of capitalist exploitation. 


Workers Democracy ~ The Bnlarged Central Committee of the POUM, finally, regards as 

an indispensable condition for the definitive victory of the proletariat and 1s the 
guarantee for the revolution, a vast and profound workers democracy which guarantees 
the revolution against any rttempt rt dictrtorial hegemony by any particular party or 
organi zations For this purpose it believes it absolutely indispensable that the 
Shop and factory committees be elected directly .t the general assemblies of the work~ 
ers thersin, that the labor urions meet in assemblies, and that, in 2 word, the whole 
working~class participate actively and directly in the discussion and resolutions of 
ell the serious problems thit the war and the revolution.pliced before the countrye 


The fundnmental slogans of the movement therefore are 1 


DISSOLUTION OF THE BOURGEOIS PARLIAMENT | 
CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY OF THE DELEGATES OF THE FACTORY 


COMMITTEES, PEASANTS' REPRESENTATIVES, AND DELEGATES 
ne RON ce 
WORKERS AND PEASANTS GOVERNMENT, JORKERS DEMOCRACY $ 


II. INTBRNATIONAL RESOLUTION 


de In a period of world crisis of capitalism ~ a chronic and definitive crisis 
of the entire system ~ and of maturity of the objective conditions for the revolution, 
that which conquered in the different countries, except Russin, has been the counter~ 
revolutions In 4 situation in which the only progressive way out which offers it~ 
self to humynity, is socinlism, thrt which imposed itself by circumstinces, hrs been 
fnscisme The immediate cruse of this contradiction must be found, not only in the 


4 


Complete bankruptcy of bourgeois democracy, which has been rendered obsolete by the 
BScocial necessities \and the urge to liberation of the great masses of peoplo, which 
has turned it into a reactionary stage of society but also in the no less canplete 
bankruptcy of reformist socialism and in the impotence of official communisa, dem ~ 
§enerted and bure.ucratic, to lead the proletirint to the revolutions As a re~ 
sult; bourgeois democracy has shown its bmkruptcy as a social regime, and the 
Hocond and Third Internationals 1s instruments for the revolutiomry emancipation 
of the working massese ‘ 
&»e Everything permits us to hope that the Spanish revolution, begun in Dec= 

en” 1930 and April 1931, and which has received 2111 its impotus as . result of 

@ attempt at fiscist counterrevolution, has come to close the period of great 
defeats of the internatioml proletariat and of the victories of fascisme our 
Spies 18 eminently proletarian 2nd socizlist and as such, int ernatiomliste 
It constitutes simply a new link in the chtin of revolutionse It opens a new 
Stage in the world proletarian revolutions 


Se The civil war unlexshed in Spain between socialism and fascism goes beyend 
the natioral limits. Spain has become an internwtioml center for the class strug= 
gle, for the fight to the death between the bourgeoisie and the proletariate At 
the side of the Spanish bourgcoisio, we find the bourgeoisie of all countries; at 

_ the side of the Spanish proletariat, we find the international proletariate We 
greet with deep feeling the presence among our fighters of the revolutionary work= 
ars of other countries and the solidarity of the international proletariat which, 
in helping us to conquer in Spain, is working for the world revolutions In this 
sense, We rise energetically against all those, within and outside of Spain, whoy 
by proclaiming that the purpose of our struggle is the defense of the democratic 
republic, Sontribute to disarm the working=cliss ideologically am politically. 

4» While Hitler and Mussolini ard world ¢dapitalism were actively helping 
Spanish fascism which had risen to arms, from the very first moment, the Labor and 
Socitlist Interngtional (2nd Internatioml), and the Internatioml Trade Union 
Federation, as well as the governments in which the Socialists participate, de> 
clared themselves neutral. Under such circumstances, this neutrality is a be 
trayal of thé interestw of the proletariat and of socialism. Such an attitude 
Shows once again the bankruptcy of reformist socialism, whose policies favor alone, 
and exclusively, the fascist reactions We invite the internatioml proletariat 
té struggle actively against the policy of neutrality, and to bring us, over the 
heads of its treacherous leaders, an ever more effective revolutionary aide 


5. The Soviet Government during the first two months of the struggle in 
Spain, rssociated itself with the policy of ‘neutrality, thus permitting the re- 

- ‘sistance and advince of SpSnish fascism < The pressure of the toiling masses and 
the ®nger' of seeing the positions of fascism in all of Hurope, and particularly 
in Germny, strengthened as 2 result of a possible victory of Spanish fascism, 
have caused 2 change of attitude by the Soviet Government. We greet with enthu~ 
siasm, the aid of the Russian people and we say to it that, fidthful to our trad~ 
jtional attitude, we shall-remain, with weapons in hand, ready to run to its aid 
at any time in the face of the possible attacks of the world bourgeoisie. §till 
we insist on declaring likewise that wa are prepired. to prevent by all the meqna 
within our reach, that in exchange for material nid anyone claiming to intervene 
in or monopolize the leadership of the Spanish proletrrift with ny other purposes 
than its own, which are those of its revolutionary emanciprtione For this 
reuon, we reaffirm our conviction that the best way to aid and defend the Soviet 
proletarict consists, in the trim of the Spanish revolution and driving forward 
the intermatioral, revolutions ‘ 


6» A widely Sprend opinion in Sprin and rbrond attempts to preve that the Span 


ish civil war crndetermine the outbreak of 4 new, imperialist world ware je rise un @ 


agzinst this cynical deceptions ‘The imperialist wir, if it happens, will be the bi dis 
Sult of the contradictions of the capitalist regime and of the rivalries among imper~ 
inlist states and groups of states. The only way of getting rid of war consists ip 
setting rid of the system which creates it, thrt is, the capitalist system. In 8 ruey 
Eling for the triumph of the socialist revolution, the Spanish proletariat is strug- 
lirg effectively for perceés The cruse of peace, therefore, identifies itself with 
the cruse of our revolutions which pursues the destruction of capitnrlism and ‘the trix 
umph of socinlisme Like Lenin during the wir and after the Russian revolution, we 
proclaim before the world proletiriat the necessity of struggling in a revolutionar y 
manner agtinst war wd, if the imperialist war brdaks out, of transforming it into a 
Civil war, into armed insurrections. 


7+ The governments of France and of England, frightened by the international 

radiation of the Spanish revolution, are trying to strangle it by means of a possible 
armistice or a pact with the fascists. The League of Nations which from its founda- 
tion has shown itself incapable of making respected the right of people to dispose of 
themselves, which is nothing more than an organization for the protection of Capital= 
ist interests, adopts the Proposal of the Franco~{nglish governments. fe rise energet- 
ically ngainst the attempt to strangle the march of the revolution in Spain and we 
maintain firmly our slogans "IO THR VERY END $ TO VICTORY 6R TO BSHATH 3} " 


Se The proletariat, in order to win, needs the existence of revolutionary par= 
ties, under an internitional disciplines This poses the question of the revolution~ 
ary Internationale This Internitional does not existe The Second and the Third In- 
ternrtionals are not, and cannot be, the instrument for the world revolutions No more 
can the Fourth International be such an instrument, founded by Trotsky without roots 
among the masses, becaruse of its sectarian characters The historical circumstances 
have turned our country into the actual center of the world revolutionary Struggle, 
and turned our party into 2 point of convergence of the independent Marxist &roups 
&nd parties of the different countries. The Intermtional Conference held Inst oct= 
ober in Brussels, conferred on our Party, together with the Internrttioml Bureau for 
Revolutionrry Socialist Unity, the task of ealling in Barcelona, an internitional con~ 
ference of the independent socialist and communist pirties, with the purpose of anal= ~ 
yzing the events and driving forwird the forces for the future orginizition ofa truly 
revolutionary Internttionale ur party is prepared tocarry out this tasking worthy - 
manner, in agreement with the London Bureau, conscious that the Spanish revolution 
has as its purpose, to drive the internztional revolution forward, by the destruation 
of capitalism amd the realization of socialisme 


III. TRAME UNION RESOLUTION 
Hiving analyzed in detail the trade union policy to be followed by the Party un= 
der the new conditions created by the revolution, the Enlarged Central Committee aff 


irms3 


« Qe That the trade unions have lost the Character of instruments of 
Struggle on the economic field against capitalism. 


b» That they hove been transformed into organisms through which in 
reality the new economic structure is coming into existences 


¢» Tht nevertheless they have not lost the character of instruments 
in the wervice of the class struggles 


. 


On the basis of these three fundamental characteristics, the Bnlirged Central 
Committee.agresst * | 


4 


First: to elect a Tride Union Secretirirt. 


Second: To organize trade union nd industrial fractions on & 
local senloe 


Thirds To remain in the U.G.T. amd to speed up the entry into 
it of the trade unions which were formerly in the F.00U.S- 


Fourth: To democratize the internal regimo in. the U.G.T. by hold 
ing 1s many meetings 28 possible, or in other c1ses de~ 
manding meetings. 


Fifths To xccelerxte the process of collectivization by federnting 
in ench locality the collectivized enterprises of the same 
industry, with the object of centralizing production and 
sile as . transitional strge towrrd socinlizatione 


Sixth? To elect 2 Gommittee for Econemic Studies with the purpose 
of orientrting the tasks to be reilized in the new economic 
phases 


Seventht To expose the reformist eeonswie-policies of the present 
lexidership of the U.G.T., thus preparing the sub jective 
conditions which will lead to breaking the tie between the 
UeGeT. and the P.S.U.C» rnd struggling for the independence 
of the trrde union organization, fighting xt the same time 
all over for the calling of 1 Congress of the U.G.T. 


Bighth: To take xdvantrge of the present favorable conditions for 
trade union unity, to accelerrte the crystallizytion of this 
unity into 1 single center, rnd to undertrke nround this 
slogan a cimpaign of witrtion nd propagtnds, fighting for 
the ceextion 1s % transitional phise of joint committees 
among the local federrtions of the U.G»T. and the C.N.T. 
and the holding of joint meetings, with the purpose of pre= 
paring favortble eonditions for the calling of . merger 
Cong eeey.s - 


Nintht To nccelerate the tempo of production in all those industries 
which are working for the Ware 


Tenth: To cirry on igitation ind propaganda around these slogans 
at the plices of work ind in meetingse 
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(La Batalla - organ of the FOU - Pecémber 165. 1936 7) 


TO ALL WORKERS: 


Imposed by the P.S.U.C. (United Socialist Party of Catalonia, adhering to 
3rd International), which has put a brake on all the revolutionary work of the 
‘proletariat of Catalonia, the crisis in the Government of the Generalidad has bro- 
ken out. 


am The leaders of the P.S.U.C. am of the U.G. T. think that the moment has come 

which will permit them to put a barrier before the rising revolution and to make a 
Supreme effort to keep: it ine The crisis which they have provoked means nothing 
elses They consider the elimination of the P.0.UsM. from the government indispen- 
Sable, because: they know that our Party will not allow the destruction of the con- 
guests of the Revolution within the government. 


Vith the P.O.U.M. out of the Government, the P,S.U.C. attempts to assure it~ 
Self of impunity in the reconstruction of a regular army which is to be eniirely 
in the hands cf military profewsionals; they want to remove the army from the cons 
trol of the workers; they want to prevent the creation of the army of the Revolut- 
lon, whose basis is the workers? militias. 


The P.$.U.C. aims to constitute a "Government with full powers", a Government 
whose Councillors escape from the control of the organizations; in short; a strong 
government which can use its energy only against the revolutionary creative impulse 
of the proletariat. 


The Central Committee of the P.0.UsM.s, now meeting in Rarcelona, considers it 
an ineluctable duty to denounce before the working class the maneuver which is bein 
attempted against the revolution that began on July 19, in ansyver to the fascist 
provocations 

Presumably the entire Central Comnittee'of the P.0.UsM. considers indispens~ 
abke the anity in-action of the proletariat in order to bring to an end the strug= 
gle against fascism and for the prolet2rian revolutions 


If this unity in action is broken, it will not be our fault. We have made 
incalculable efforts to prevent it from being broken. We are prepared to contin- 
_ ue these efforts etill, on behalf of the socialist revolution. 


If in spite of our efforts and our sacrifices, the unity in action is brok~ 
6n, the frult will not be ours. It will be the fault of those who subordimte 
‘everything to their pirty ambitions, and we are sure that in the not too distant 
future the facts will prove as right. Unfortunstely, the results of this maneu~ 
ver, which, carried on at this moment, can only help the common enemy, are still 
to be experienced. That is why we 2re obliged to denounce it before the Working: —. 
eliss of Catalonia. g 
FOR THE ENLARGED CENTRAL COMMITTEE 8 
Andrés Nin, Julian Gorkin, Jose Rovira, Jordi Arquer, Jose Coll, Juan Andrade, 
Enrique Gironella, Pedro Bonet, Molins Fabrega, of the Executive Committees; 
Jose Marti, for the City of Barcelona; Jose Farras, for the Barcelona Marches; 


Juan Farré, for the Lérida Bisswict Miguel Gaygold, for the Gerona District; Francis~ 
Co Oliva, for the Tarragona Tistrict3 Sixto Rakinad, for Valenéia; Julian Peirat, for 
Castelldn} Enrique Rodriguez, for Madrid; Julio Cid, for Andalusia; Urbano Armes%o for 
Guadalajara; Eduardo Mauricio, for Extramadura; Ramén Gracia, for AragonjMiguel tures 
for the Alcubierre front; Salvardor Aymerich, for.the Tierz front: Antonia Perena,;for 
the Vicien front; Francisco Llovera, for the Quicend: Snot; Enrique Sancho, for the & 
Apiés front; Juan Vila, for the Cuarte front; Romualdo Fuentes, for the Madrid front; 
Fernando Navarro, for the Bellestar front; for the P.0.¥.M. Youth, Wildebaldo Sobalde 
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THE P.0-U.M. BEFORE. THE SITUATION CREATED BY THY CRISIS @F THE 
GENBRALITAT ; 


(Gpeoch by Andr&s Nin on the Present Political Situation ~ "La Batahi.a" 
ee December 17th, 1936) 


é 
From the cirophone of Radio P.0.U.M., retransmitted by Radio Barcelona and the 
“Radio Association of Catalonig". 


On July 19th, the fascist militarists arose in arms against the democratic re~ 
public and against the working=classe The proletariat was able to react with ere 
&y and to crush fascist militarism sompletely. The bourgeois power fell into ‘the 
middle of the streete 


The ‘situation of Gatalonia at that time was the followings the working — class 
was the absolute master of everything; the goverment of the Generalitat, a faithful 
reflection of the situation before July 19th, had no authority before the masses of 
the people. The real and effective power was in the hands of the Central Militias 
Committee, which arose on July 19th. Admittedly, the Central Militias com mittee 
was not an authentically proletarian organization; it also included representative s 
of the petty bourgeois and the reformist forces. As was logical, a duality of pow- 
6rs was established between the Council of the Generalitat and the Central Militias 
Commi tteee 


When the Casanovist government was constituted, our Party, conscious efitits 
historical responsibility, fought for the formation of an authentic workers’ govern- 
nents 

Later, when the present government which has just resigned from the Generalit~ 
at, was formed,ewe insisted on the necessity of forming a workers' government Grant- 
ad that the criterion that prevailed was that of constituting a government in which 
all the anti~fascist forces would be represented. ‘Ve accepted the formula propos~ 
ed under two conditions: that there be a workers mafority and that a program of soc~ 
ialist transibrmation be undertakene The first condition was realized, and a ser 
ies of sotialist measures were undertakene 


Nevertheléss, the reality demonstrated that the government had no authority , 
that its orders were not oheyed, that its prestige before the masses of workers was 
not sufficient. : | 


From the heginning, there appeared a fundamental difference on two essential 
questioust the war, and the question of internal safetye 


x 


With respect to the war, we believe that the remains of the old army must be de- 
Stroyede The militias are ineffective; we need. an army that we can oppose to the 
well-equipped, disciplined and trained army of Francoe But this army must be a wr~ ry 
kers' and revolutionary armye It’is certain that we will have to resort to the 
bourgeois military technicians » The question is if these technicians are to have 
absolute control or if they have to be under the power of the working-classe We 
naturally, declare ourselves in favor of the latter criterion, and fight for the cre~ 
ation of a commissariat of war, directed by workers" organizations. 


The petty bourgeois: parties and the P.S.U.c. fight to have the military techni~ 
cians act as absolute masters in control of the army, and to have the Councillor of 
Safety free from control or interference by anybody. This last, of course, was 
directed against the Council of Safety. A little later the P~S.U.C. and theUeGeTs 
presented to the C.N.T. a document in which they demanded the followings a govern» 
ment with full ppme Pha a Commissariat of ‘Yar and the det haa of the socia kst contrel», 


Under the present sircumstances, a government can be strong only if it repres— 
ents the revolutionary proletariat. ith respect to the other two points, we hex 


stated our opinion aboves 
J 


War and revolution are completely inseparable. To 6liminate the work of soc= 
dal transformation which is being carried on, is equivalent to leaving thingsian the 
Same position as they were on July 19the 


The P.S.U.C. wants to eliminate us from the Gounci] of the Generalitat. The 
reasons according to them are that we attack the U.S.S.R. and that we have not com~ 
plied with the decrees ordered by the Council of the Generalitat. 

A 


We have been the first defenders of the U.S.3.R.e when those who are attacking 
us today used to cover it with insults ‘and calumnies. We thank the Russian people 
for the help which it gives us but at the same time Mexico helps us t00. Nut no — 
oné can compel use We demand that the working class of Gatalonia.be the absolute 
master of its destiniese — ‘Ye reject interference no matter where it comes frome 


They went to eliminate us bec.use we are faithful to the proletarian revolut= 
ion, because we defend intrinsigeantly the conquest of the revolution. We will 
not tolerate within or without the Council any ie to make sbortive, the magni f- 
icent movement in’ which we are livings 


It’ i# necessary to avoid the breaking of the pied in action of the working @ 
BAAS 


“We do not ae the help of ‘the petty bourgeoisie if it is ee to accept 
the beet bi ens of the proletvriat. 


Wé crn be eliminated from the Council, but we will not be staan area from the 
Front, from the life of the trade uni OnS » fr ow public life in generale — 
If 1. Council is constituted without the P.O.U.M., it will have less authority 
then the previous one,’ because one of the most important proletarian apres will not 
form part of ite 


na 
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CONCERNING THE CHARACTER AND THS MEANING OF THE NEW COUNCIL OF THE GENERAL- 
ITaT. 


— —. 


( "mily Political Notes", La Ratalla - Pecember 19,1936) 


Amplifying its editorial of the last few days, "Solidaridad obrera" (organ of 
the Anarchist controlled CNT- ede) of yesterday, printed a new article under the ti~ 
fle, "A Government Free from Political Influences". The statement rlone is enough 

.%o make one understand the substance of the article and the error of political under 
Standing which it commitse It attempts to interpret the meaning of the new govern- 
ment and thereby to justify its constitution and the intervention of the CNT in its 
The task is difficult and in spite of the intentions of the editorial writer of Sol- 
idnridad obrera", he does not succeed in solving ite 


exclusion of the parties which represent the interests of the bourgeois and the petty 
bourgeois classes. Unless I wm mistaken, the new Council of the Generalitat, has 
neither of these two ch®racteristios which the CNT organ proposede 


In the first place, there is 4 profound contradiction between the present op>- 
inion of "Solidaridad Obrera" and the attitude which the CNT took during the devel= 
opment of the crisis. We understood that the principal thing for the CNT was the 
maintenance of the bloc of 11 the workers' parties, which was being attackedby the 
PeSoU.Cey by deminding our expulsion in an ultimatistic minner. All of us believ~ 
ed, and this was also the stitement of "Solidaridad ebrera" itself that this and no 
other was the politic®l merning of the crisis in the Council of the Generalitat. 


But thers is something more, nor can it be said that the new government has an 
unpolitical charweter in the sense that the anarchists desire. There is represent- 
ed in it the Republican Left, which is exclusively oa politicil party of the petty 
bourgeoisios There 4ppear as ministerial delegrtes of the U.G.T., not individual s 
who have won 2uthority up to the present time exclusively 1s trade union lexders,but 
individuals who have been but little connected with the leadership of the U.G.T. and 
whose previlent characteristic wbove everything else is that of leaders of the Soci~ 
alist Partye It is evident, in spite of all the Michiavellian tricks that can be 
played with words and with political concepts, that in reality, nobody, not even the 
ONT itself, desired an ynpolitical government; that the expression arises today,with 
the sole purpose of giving a sophist's explanation of the solution of a crisis which 
eppeirs before the eys of the working class in its true characters a plot conscious~ 
ly organized and, we can say, employing the langutge of politics, organized as welkh, 
with the "intefvention of extraneous elements", for the purpose of eliminating a par~ 
ty which stands on eminently revolutiomiry positions on behtlf of the working-class. 


The description of "government free from political influences" can also mean a 
ministerial grouping apart from the old political or petty bourgeois formations »This 
Seems even less likely» There remains the Esquerra (Left~ed.) with its entire pol- 
itical physiognomy as an old party which went brukrupt on October 6th and on Julyl9, 
and even Sinces 


Through the various organs of opinion, particularly those of the ONT .nd of 
the P.S.UeC., we can Apprecirtte clenrly the profound differences that exist with re~ 
gard to the progrnm to be carried om by the government. This indicates the lack of 
homogeneity of the goverrment 2s to the criterion of the rpplieation of government 
POWer' "Solidniridad cCbrera" sys precisely in the same article on which we are cor 
menting, "we cXnnot Admit, not evon 19 2 suggestion, certain idens which hnve been 
inunched during these days of crisis by represent>tives of certrin sections of the 
proletrrian .nd petty hourgeois forces, which they re committed to circulate with 
® vlew to influencing public opinion in the columns of the press to the effect that 


for the present the onty concern of intorest is 'to dedicnte oneself exclusively to 

the task of organizing the wir lerving to ong side the structure of future economy, 

in order not ‘to impose on anybody solutions for the problems éf tomorrow'. Neo b tne 

28k upon which we 2nd 211 workers hve entered, with the cooperation of ths pot, 
bourgeoisie, is to win the wir at the front and to build the revolution ou the scon 
omie ind Socinl field behind the front. To leave aside the second part for the 
time when the war will hive been won, would mean te candemn the workers to return to 
& périod of violent struggles in which p2ssions would rise to red heat, continuing 
the civil war in an endemic forms To launch this idja is not only a failure to kop 

the promises which have been made, but is & grave crime't. 


It results from what has been transcribed here that the leaders of the CNT, or 
at least the editors of "Solidaridad ebrera" hive: not understood the whole political 
depth of the crisis which has just come to a herd, since the proposal was exclusively 
that of forming 2 ministerinl grouping on the basia of leaving out of its activities 
any profound transformations in = socizlist Sense, of the structure of the s tateeAnd 
if we have heen eCliminnted, it was not because we are politicitns, but because of, our 
REVOLUTIONARY POLITICS. 


Andradee 
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THE CRISIS OF FOREIGN INTERFERENCE 


Todry, As ‘Yell As Yesterday, the P.0.U.M, Vill Be At Its post, In The Struggle 
ee Against Fascism and for the Social Revolution. 


(la Batrlla, Jecember 18th, 1936) 


ee et este: er rte 


The recent crisis of the Council of the Genertlitat of Gatalonin and its sol~ 

- ution result -in eertain experiences and certain conclusions which must be placed in 
relief. We shall do this with our customry claritye WBA: 

First of alle 3 point to which we have alroady ctlled rttention on previous oc~ 

Casions and which resulted in. note to which we g2ve the reply which it demerved. 

We refer to the foreign interference, to the extraordinary interventions, to the ve~ 
toes of those who should be rt their posts and carry out their functions, apart from 
the parties and organizations who have to. intervdne in the pelitical life of Gatal= 
onia and of Spaine Qn this occasion, we received a formal denial. ‘The renlityof 
tBe facts hrs come to prove thit we were rights The crisis and its solution have 
been produced under the dictntion of this foreign interference, and 011 the denials 
in.the world will not be thle to wipe out this truth. In any crs@, we stand today 
on the same position a8 yesterday: for our pirt, we shall cppose with all cur energy 
the attempt of Rnybodys, absolutely anybody, and under any pretext, to intervene in 
&nd monopolize the. leadership of the Spanish proletiriat for purposes which tre not 
its ownt those of its revolutionary emanciprtion, freely determined by itself. - 


i : . . ‘ * 2 Wis ! +f ip ‘ 
Another strtement of fact. The party which, moved by the interference in 
question, provoked the crisig, demanded, . 211 will recall, for the forartion*of a. 
strong government ~ 4 government strong against the working class ~ the suppression 
of the organg which, representing the prrties and the, orgnnizrtions which are strug> 
Bling wgAinst fascism, exercise control over the public order and the defensee These 
jecfe9 WS Suppese on the demand of the CNT comr-deg, will not be suppressed or. the 
time beings This means to sry thrt the fundamont-1 question was to eliminate the 
POUM frem the Gouncil of the GeperrLitat - Oxnce this immedirte objective has been 


reached, does anybody think that the party in question will give up its proposal? By 

no teanse With our elimination, it has reached the first parte + For the time being 
it does not feel itself strong enough to go furthere Rut even now, following, ~ its 
established plan, it will try to sabotage the functioning of these: organs, to - -egnadh g rm 
tine its basede It will simply try to take a new step backward on the oad cf tne 

 Sevajubljone And if the CNT puts up resistance, it will try to eliminate it as it did 
with the POUM. We must see here the germ of the next crisis, already latent in the 
Council from the moment of its constitutione 


_ A third statement of facte ‘The new Council was organized on the basis ef trade 
Union organizations: GNI, UGT and the Union of Rabassaires (share~croppers ~ide) The 
fact that the ESquerra has three councillors is the proof that this Council is not sim- 
ply based on the trade union organizations But there is more to its The UGT is not 
directly representeds The three councillors namedy Vidiella, Valdes, and Gomorera, 
are not men from the UGT but from the Psuc. All the world knows that this igs istiz 
truth. All the world can see the crude maneuvers And the first to see it are the 
trade union members of the UGT, who do not and cannot see themselves represented by 
these councillors. 


Here are certain statements of fact which it is necessary to point oute They 
are statements which all, even the most backward, are makings they are truths which 
a ta knows, but which only wey as can be seen, have the courage and the energy to 
proclaime ' (aor 


And now a few fiml words. ‘Ye said yesterday that we left the Council of the 
Generalitat strengthened. This is rigorously exact. With all that we are and all 
that we 2re worth, at the front and behind the lines, we will continue the s&%rtgglo 
“gainst fascism and for the triumph of the socirlist revolution. We will continue 
te stand far the necessity of the unity in action of the whole working class, because 
we consider that it is necessary, and indispensable, to crown the werk that has been 
undertakene Ve have not renounced, before or now, the right of criticism, because ~ 
we consider that whoever renounces this right ~ above 211 under foreign interference ~ 
is not worthy of being active in politicse Thrust into the opposition, we shall act 
aS An oppositione We shall not go back a single step nor puwait that such a step be 
ols without omr criticism, our opposition, our protest. Let everyone note this 
we ° 


Ssesie esl esechSesiee selgcuscueueleatasucteslenasleectesieaesialestselaveelstesuntentcsestergeesesterttasletroteeeeteeaeteeretenteegstveretictreenttslesterleteelelististeerislsteslsrtelnrstsetisterlstesenetd 
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—TORKEBR' A ALGIANCE AND P,0.UeM. 
("Za Brtaliy", JAnUaAry 195 1937) 


(fditorial Reproduced from "Rl Combrtionte Rojo") 
‘ (@rgin of the POUM in Madrid, later suppressed ) 
(Februrry 8, 1937) 


We reproduce exactly, with the words erased by the censorship, the following 
interesting and timely editorial from "gl Combatiente Rojo" of Mndrids 


"The old slogan of our glorious October, which has completely proven its 
revolution.ry effectiveness, is coming back to life as a burning issue, ‘fe refer 
to the Yorkers* Alliances 


The birth of the Yorkers" Alliance wis due primarily to the two organiza~ 
tions which today, merged, censtitute the POUM. It would not be difficult to re~ 
mind those who participated actively in the prolettrian insurrection of 1934 of the 
enormous difficulties which we had to overcome in order to hove our slogan become & 


roalitye The unbounded fury of those who have alwnys hurled their writh agoinst . 
us» sabotaged as usual, 2 thing that represented 1 décisive step in the strugsle ter 
the emancipatien of the prolotirint. * The "Yorkers' Allinuce’ wis tolled’ by Im 
“The Holy Alliance ef Counterrevolution and Fascism", in 2 pamphlet published with 
the sole purpose of fighting it. 


_ How the "Holy Alliance of Counterrevolution and Fascism* led the struggle in 
the Asturias is unnecessiry te recall today dfherever it reached its highest fority 
in which the Yorkers' Alliance was made up of ALL THE ‘JORKERS' POLITICAL AN) TRAM 
UNION CRGANIZATIONS, the proletariat showed that thanks to its class unity, free of 
any tutelage and breaks imposed by the more or less democratic bourgeoisie, it is 
capable of carrying out its political and economic emancipatione 


The death blow which Spanish fascism suffered in October, 1934, was not the wort 
of tho «eene(Consored)ss.-ePotty bourgeoisie, but of the closely united proletariat 
under armsge If the form of revolution®ry organization, the yorkers' Alliance, 
which the Asturian proletariat adopted, had been imitated in the rest of Spain, it is 
certain that the political pammrama today would be quite differest from that which we 
Seec5« : 


Ye are not going to examine today, the defects, the mistakes, and even the be= 
trayals of which the working class was the victim because of the attitude of certain 
eevee (Cansored )esnoos But we will analyze the circumstances which made possible 
the triumph of the Asturian proletariat in that mgnificent gestures 


The ‘Jorkers' Alliance, created by the REVCLUTIONARY agreement of the various 
organizations of which it was composed, was not limited to the unity in action of the 
wo trade union centerse There also took part in it, all the workers' parties, in= 
eluding the F.A.I. The democratic parties which had already proven the bankruptcy 
of their policies, had nothing to do with it. It is necessary to emphasize the 
fact, that thanks to this, thanks to the political independence of the working-class y 


the triumph. of Asturias was possible. 


The P.0.U.M. has always been the most ardent defender of the unity of the pro~ 
letariate At those moments when the problem of the unity of the class comes into 
the foreground, the P.0.U.M. fights ¥o have this unity made for revolutionary pur= 
poses, for class purposes, without falling into dependence on democratic illusionse 
The unity of the revolutionary proletariat oan follow no other aim than the trans 
formation of the bourgeois rogime by the socialist, where the exploiters will. have 
nothing to exploite : 


Without ever: falling into the’ defense of some more or less vague Liberties com- 
secrated in the seere(censored).oe..of parliamentary legality" 


parvntestuetntenyecnscentectsetevtemuestrotsseeteatecteshentsetatsateetcotecnentestsstagquanuetusteehsepastedtyelseteetsoluengelectccysequeRea sehge\ ea asteehaeiey MIO MINNA aera a 


a “A NEW CRIME, 18. BEING! PREPARED 
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Resolution of the Executive Committee of the POUN | 


(21a Batalla" ~ January 24, 1937) 
A new sensational trial has been begun in Moscowe This tine the prisoner*s — 
dock is occupied by Radek, Pyatakov.,. Muralov, Sokoluikov, Seribciakov end other less 
known names to the number of sixteen. Sixteéa. Those who wore shot in September 


were also sixteen.’ Undeuotedly, that rakus 2 wagon load under Stalinist Thermider= 


isms In any case, these men like the others, are Wolsheviks. of the Qld Guards rev 
olutionary fighters of the old times. old friends and cuwrades of Lenin, the 13th 

anniversary of whose death they colebrated, in their toubs, the others in their cells — 
under the threat of being shote 


Yhen. Zinoviev, Kamenev and their fourteen companions were’ condemned and shot, . 
we were the only ones in Spain to raise our voice in protest. Jt was eur duty and 
we did ite Today again we must raise eur voice to carry out the same duty. Shall 
we find companion voices? For the honor and the conscience of the Spanish proletari- 
at, of our glorious Spanish revolution, let us hope that we wille Alone or with 
others, we cannot pass in Silence, the new and monstr’ous crime which is being pre= 
‘Ppared in Moscow. j 


‘ For we 2re conmtinced that the accused are innocente Of what are they being 
Accused? In the first place, of belonging to a "parallel Trotskyite center". For 
Stalin, to be a Trotskyite constitutes the most monstrous of crimede Wo are not 
Trotskyites and have nothing to do with Trotskyismy but we believe that it is a tend~ 
ency of the workers movement which is as legitimate as any othere Yet the fact is 
that of wil those who were put on trial, so far as we know, the only oppositionists, 
the only Trotskyite, is Muralov, the here of the revolutionary days of Macow in gct~ 
ober, 19173 the man who had the esteem of Lenin and Trotsky for his courage and his 
revolutionary integrity and honore 4nd against this man and his comrades, there was 
jaunched the disgraceful charge, without real proofs, of "fomenting differences and 
committing acts of terrorism’, of “being in the service of espionage.of certain for= 
@ign governments". . We repeat that we are profoundly convinced of the innocence of 
the accused but even in the event that they submit to confessing guilt, we would then 
ask the following questions 'fhat is happening in Russia, what is the sitution in 
Stalin's Russia, if the comrades of Lenin, the best fighters of Odtobex, who have oc= 
Cupied the posts of greatest responsibility, had to resort to underground action, to 
Opposition with all ite consequences, before the policies of Stalin?" 


For this to happen, it was necessary purely and simply that in present day Rus~ 
Sia, the most elementary idea of workers' democracy be abolished, to fall into a bu- 
reaucratic regime of personal dictatorshipe of the October revolution, of the trad= 
ition of Lenin, there remins nothing or very little. The fighters of Ccteber, the 
former comrades of Lenin, today have become annoying witnesses, kill~joys, people who 
‘must be suppressed physically after they have been suppressed politically. Yesterday, 
Zinoviev, Kamenev and Smirnovy Today, Radek, Pyatakov, Muralove Tamorrow, Bukhar~ 
ine»eand then a new wegonload will be preparede §§ Stalin’s unquestionable power re~ 
poses on terrore 


The accused are denied any possibility of defense. In Lenin's time, at the 
triel of the goaiel*jevolutionaries, a foreign delegation of workers was permitted +o 
attend. But those who were on trial lived on Soviet territory. During the famous 

“Industrial Party" trial, the a¢cused, who are today even occupy bureaucratic posts 
in Russia, enjoyed all kinds of means of defenses ijhy are these denied to the great 
artisans with Lenin, of the revolution of 19177 : 


After the shooting of Binoviev and Kamenev, the International Buro for Revolut= 
lonary Socialist Unity, proposed the formation of an international committee of in- 
vestigation on the aceusations formulated against them and against Trotsky himself. 

At that time we supported this initiative, which we support today with all our energye 
' The international proletariat must know the whole'truth.s -I% is impossible to ask 
that the cause of Russia be defended if the right to know what is going on in Russia 
is deniaéde : : : E ‘ 


THE BXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE FOUN. 
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' OUR P@SITI@N CN THE PEOPLE'S FRONT OF BEURGEOISIN AND JORKERS 


‘ 


("La Batalia™ ae February 7, 1937) 


Even if the procedure is not new nor the language original, we admit that we 
would néver have believed that Stalinism would resort to such methods with regard to 
our party. A campaign which has been undertaken now against us,has only two pre~ 
cedents in historys the insults and calwnnies with which Menshevism covered the par= 
ty of Lenin, and the cruel and crimiml repression carried on in Gemany against the 
Sparticists in Germanys ; 

Clarity has alwaya been the rule of our partys Glarity in its policies, 
clarity in its actions, clarity in its expressionse Therefore nothing in our pos= 
ition can be called deception or lyinge. . In the files of our publications, our pol-: 
icios are ratified. It is a rich exhibit which nothing can tarnishes 


For lack of better arguments, Stalinism today resorts to our position with re= 
gerd to the People’s Front in order to demand the dissolution of the FOUM, the con- 
fiscrtion of its property and the indictmont of its members. Our position as to 
“the People's Front is not of today. Thyt we oppose to the Peoplets Front, the 
front of the working-class, thit we deny that the petty bourgeoisie has any ability 
to provide leadership for the benefit of the proletariat, thit the aim of all worke 
ing class politics must be directed towird the revolution, this andi 211 this is not 
of todays Ye repert, let them go over our writings and they will see that we have 
held our present position for more than a yq@urs Why is it that today, and pre~ 
cisely tod.y, that Stalinism demands our dissolution as 4 party? ‘thy do the bour= — 
‘ge0is press and organi zations rally to this campaign? wn 


... The questidn has deeper roots than would @ppeare “ In all this campaign, all 
these, procesdings, 211 these policies which have their patrons in what are called 
the high spheres, have 2 single object and only one aims to put a brake on the rev= 
olution and keep it ‘within the democratic limits which very correctly were over= 
flowed bn July 16the The situation i's so critical. and alarming that it is not 
only our party but also the very CNT ~ and let them look at their press to see if it 
‘is not so ~ puts itself on guard and gives voice to alarme Beene 


Our party has a clevr position on the People's Front.  ‘J&th the People's — 
Front to the extent that it means. aid in our struggle Against fascisms without the 
People's Front if it refuses to go, still further, up to the social revolution, and 
agrinst the People's Front if it tries to bury the conquests of the revolution and 
prevent the working class from tracing the road of its own destiny for itself. 


ir eo 
The Stalinista’ duty isto give an Answer to all the questions thet the rev- 
‘olution raises before use Ambiguities, calumnies, double~dealing in revolutionary 
politics is worthless. The POUM, which has drenched the battlefields with the 
blood of its best men has rire'ady a rich, ven if short history,*and a more than 
retl influence within the Spanish proletrriat.s It js,therefore, perfectly useless 
to pray to God and Herven for our dissolution as a eliss orstnizationse And not — 
only useless but produces ‘the opposite results. _ The, riflés of thousands of milit= 
damen are on the alert against any counterrevolutiontry maneuver a’. 
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("U2 Batalins ~ February 9,1937) 
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(On February 8th, 1937, the POUM rrdio stition in Madrid was con- 
fiscated and the publicntion of "gl Gombitiento Rojo” suspended 
by order of the Mrdrid 2uthorities ~ NIB.) 


Esteewed Comrades:~ The elements which hive undertrken the cxwmprign of cal- 
utiny “gninst the POUM xre stopping xt nothing. "Ye do not desire to go over today 
one by one all the injuries which hive been committed rgainst us but we have to fight 
agrinst the mneuver which is rlreidy being outlined in 1 clear and precise manner« 


Over the radio and through the press, it is being reperted with suspicious in- 
sistence th~t the POUM rnd the JcI (youth Section of the POwM ~ NIB)Sre preparing acts 
of physical terror agrinst the ranti-fascist levers >t 2% moment when the fascists see 
that it is impossible for them to enter Midride whit do they expect from this new 
deception? One of those famous .trinls perhrps? Whitever it may be, we are of the 
Opinion that the rccusation is of such seriousness thit it requires the imperious in- 

' tervention of 2.11 the proletirirn organizrtionse 


We believe thit this is not only ~ private question which 2ffects Only two or= 
genizrtionse If there exist provocitive elements who intend to execute 2 criminil 
maneuver, they must be pointed. out completely and judged implacably. Anyone oppos= 
ed to this makes himself .n Accomplice of the inrdmissible schemes of the enemies of 
the proletrrint e 


$ 


Ve propose » Coumacsion of Inquiry formed by representrtives of all the workers’ 
organizitions ~ for us tho bourgeois ones do not count ~ so that they may demand of 
the cnlumnintors proofs of the accusations thit have been lnunched, and publicly give 
an nccount to the working~cliss of the results of their activity 


We have sufficient retson to suspect thit there is .n attempt to involve us in 
an ret of provocation and we appetl to the class solidarity of the workers’ org iniz~ 
ations. 

yours for the Proletarinn Revolution, 
LOCAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES OF THE POUM. 
JAMA MIA ARMM MoMA AAO Mon cA Mn eA MMO OC A RS 
TO  INEXPLICABLE TELEGRAMS FROM LARGO CABALLERG TO THE POUM. 
("La Batrlla =~ Februzry 10, 1937) 
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From the President of the Council of Ministers and the Minister of Yar to 
the Iberian Communist youth (JCI - POUM Youth Section), Manresi. 


Following your telegrnm of yesterday on the suspension of Radio POUM Madrid and seiz- 
ure of print shop"Combrtiente Rojo" am informing you it is not 2 question of the Cen~ 


tral. dove rine nt ‘but of the GeneraAlidades.e i 


"President of the Council of Ministers and Minister of #r to the Secretary 
: - of the PoUM (Lerida) 
Seizure of Ridio Stxtion POUM and suspension of "Combatiente qojo" is question Affect 
ing Governnent Generrlidad, the Central Government not intervening in this matter’.,. 


Fintisti¢c & Largo Caballero miuintains before our Lerida section 2s well th 
JCI of Minresast That the Government of the Genernlidad is to blime for. the persedutic. 
which the delegrte Committee for the Defense of Madrid is carrying on agjinst our 
Purty % beh SEEN a 


It is up to the Government of the Generalidad to clarify the Aceusrtion whi ch 
the President of the Council of Ministers ind Minsiter of ‘Ar launches igainst it. 
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SOMETHING MORE ABOUT THE "MYSTERIOUS" TELEGRAMS OF LARGO CABALLERO 
Be ae a: Oe JU. M. bt : 


Tren we Foe we ene ee nee eee owe 


("Ua Batrzlla - February 11, 1937) 


ome 00 nme 
Ye snid yesterdry in comuenting on some telegrams of Senor Largo Gabatllero that 
we Were convinced thit the Governuent of the Genernlidad had not intervened at 411 in” 
the persecution let loose in Madrid against our Partye ‘se snid it and we-were dis= 
posed to believe it but .... Senor Largo.Caballero insists on his point and we ctmot 
Say to the Senor President of the Council of Ministers that. he is lying. Bti quette 
forbids ind we hive not the necessrry inforaitions 


We “re disposed to believe thit the Government of the Generrlidnd has not asked 
the Defense Council of Madrid to attack our periodicrl, “gl Combrtiente Rojo" and to 
Seize the broadcast stration of: our Party in the cipitel of the Republic; but for this, 
it is necessary that the sine Governuent of the Generg@lidid gives us .n answer to the 
telegrams that Sdénor Largo Crbrllero sends to those who proteste. ‘This genttowan af~ 
firms that it is due to the governuent of Barcelonae Is this certain? At this 
moment, in fact, we don't know what to say. oo as et 

% 

If it is not certain, why does the man who bears the greatest responsibility for 
the Governnent of the country assert it with such firmness? Seriously, what could 
have impelled the Governaent of the Genernlidrd to launch a repression 2gainst our 
Firty in Madrid? How does. the Defense Council: of Madrid. obey orders from the Govern- 
ment of the Genernlidnd, How does Senor lArgo Cabtllero who shows hinself so jeal~ 
ous of the perogatives of the Central Government against the interference of the gov=- 
ernment of Crtalonia tolerate that his high authority be flouted in this minner? 


All these tre things which we would like to clear up in order to know wont wae 
may expect from the men who govern here and also theres 


And if in reality somebody has taken it upon himself to represent with full .a- 
thority the Government of the Genernlidid to ask for such a monstrous thing, it would 
still be good to know it, 1s much for our ow aake as for the entire working class 
which hs the right to know who is responsible for letting loose the repression against 
the organs of the revolution for the benefit of reactions 


Fo rs ee TT? 


SENOR CABALLE RO) TILE SAY 


Te GOVERNMENT OF THE. GUNERALIDAD HAS IN NO TAY INTERVENED" 


S.ys Senor Taradellas, ohferet ne to the Metsures Trken In Madrid 
Against the POU» 


("La Batalla February 12, 1937) 


Yesterday noon the Prime Councillor received the newsprper wen in his office 
and mide the following stitenents 


: "T would rpprecinte it", said Tiradellas, “if you would tekte noto that the 
Goverrinont of the Generalidad had taken no action to the end of seizing the broadcast 
stration in Madrid and the periodical published by that party in Madrid "gl Combatiente 
Rojo". 


The Government of the Generalidrd has not done it because it cannot do it and 
has no motive for doing ite I repeat, the Government of the Generalidad has not 
intervened in any wnye’ I suppose thit thera is some confitsione” eeeoes 


7 a ae HE 


Senor Largo Gaballero affirms that the government his not intervened in, this 
matter. Senor Taradellas in turn denies thnt the Genercrlidid h>s intervened. 


. The answer received by two sections of the FOU does not permit the suppos— 
ition thrt there ie any confusion on the prrt of the government of Valencias 


Consequently, we ask the president of the Council of Ministers to clirify the 
incident. 


IMEC MMA TAMA MOA MAMA .aMMMRU AMM ae 
A DANGEROUS St UN 


HO. GAVE THE COUNTERREVOLUTIONARY ORTER 2 - ("La Bitalla" ~ Feb.13,37) 


In spite of the denirls of Senor Tarndellas, Senor Inargo CrbAllero, presidertt 
of the Council of Ministers 1nd Minister of ‘Mr, insists in his telegrams to those 
who protest .igzinst the persecution cirried out in Mvdrid agninst our party by the 
Delegrte Council of Defense, that this persecution is due, not to the Central Govern~ 
ment but to that of the Genertlidad. 


‘Je would not insist on this if Senor Lirgo Caballero did not flwtfy contradict 
Senor Triradelins» Before the new proofs we hope that the Councillor Delegite of the 
Government of the Genernlidad, will ask the herd of the Government of Valencia for 
clarificrtion, since otherwisé, the revolutiomry workers of Gxtrlonin will not know 
what to expect between the rffirmations of one head of the Government rnd the negat= 
ions of the othere It is to the interests of 211 to clxrify this waiter so thrt all 
my know where the responsibilities lie for these mersures of % counterrevolutionzry 
charictere- 


He HOR Co 
LARGO GARALLERO TO OUR FXSCUTIVS coMMITTsg ~ “President of tho Council of 


Ministore and Minister of Yar to the Pxeautive Gomaitsees The Wersure referred to 
in your telegram wis ydopted by the covernion of the Generalidad to which you sheuic 
refer, since the Central Power cannot antecfere in such decisions of the Aut onomour 
powere = Largo Cnballioro" 


REPLY OF THE EXSCUTIVE COMMITIWZ ~- "Prosident councs1 =Yrlenciae Our 


telegram referred to merxeuccs rdopted by delegates Council of pefense of Midrid this 
government 2gninst Ridio Poum ord “Combttisnts Rojo" Maiadride = Executive Committea, 
POU." @ 
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THE MARXISTS TANT TO BRU THE UNLON 
(rnformition Bulletin of the CNT=Fil, December 16th, 1936) 
( English Edition 4 Noe 19 ) 
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In yesterdsy's press, 1 notice appetred concerning the discovery of n conflict 
between the two sectors of the UTs tho POU and the PSUC, both represented in the 
Council of the Generrlidid of Oxtrlonir. 4 conflict of so violent 1. mture, that 
the prrties involved winted to exclude eich other from the offices they hold in the 
Council « : 


The ONT, conscious of its responsibility in these historicil moments, not only 
in deeds but also in words, published nothing xbout the said matter, hoping that the 
conflict would solve itself in am h*trmonious wy by putting the interests of the Rev~ 
dlution wove the interosts of the org nis tions. During the list two weeks, the 
ONT tricd by vrrious discussions to convince them, thit it is better to unite than to 
sepirite, ind thrt, to achieve the totr.1 destruction of fascism 1s Soon 4S possible, 


the cause of the proletarian deminds mutyal concessions from alle 


These are decisive moments for the proletrrixt and for libertye For now the 
fate of Spain nnd of the world is decided» One must not forget, that the destruct~ 
ion of fascism in Sprin will mean the beginning of the end for intermtional fnscisms 


From the very first moment, when the fascist danger revejled itself, the CNT 
denonstrrted thit it wis preprred to pice everything nt the disposal of the struggle 
ngvinst rerckiont The sxcrifice of our best comrides, rand the willingness to cooper= 
ate with those very persons who, before, hid bitterly attrcked use 


The pret which 111 the antifascist org wmisations Signed when they constituted 
the Council of the Genermlidad, wis .n rgrecuent of honor in which we did not demind, 
nor do we demand now, the representrtion corresponding to our unquestiontble mnjoritye 
Above .ll, differences of trctics, rmbitions and parsonil sorrows, wo declared unan- 
jmously, thot, until the wer wis endod ind faseisy totally destroyed, All sections 
represgnted in the Council will maintorin the spirit of cooperctione The CNT acts 
according to this prct, true to its promise, becruse it alwys keops its word of : 
honors It 19ks that 211 sections represented im the Council of the Generelidad aust 


continue their coopernrtione 


At this zoment, yhen all pirty conflict is suicidal, there must be but one rint 
Vievory over fascisu¥ ~And but one slogant To mintrin the antifrescist front % 


From worning till night there must be but one rctivitys Intense work 4 so 
that the blood of our comrides, frllen on the battle~fields, his not been shed in vaitr 


If in the face of everything, one section wants to exterminate another, without’ 
considering the common interests of the proletirirt, or crertes conflicts which will 
ruse others to abindon responsible positions which they took up voluntrrily, the 
Nitional Gonfedertion of Libor declxres in 111 earnestness, thot it will not fail 
its duties, thrt it will never lewve % Single one of its positions of responsibility 
or dingere ; : 


Let us be worthy the people we represent t PDontt let us forget thxt those who 
abindon their positions before they hive accomplished the end for which they united, 
Will be considered desortors by Orttrlonin ind by historye 


For the destruction of fascism % 

For the eminciprtion of the workers % 
For the freedom of the people % 

‘ll antifascists must unite %& 


Cozmittee Regional of 
@atalonia of the CNT 
of Sptine 


THE SPANISH PROLETiRILT IS NOT FIGHTING FOR THE D EBNMOCR iT 10 REPUBLIC. 
(guglish Bdition, ONT Informstion Bulletin, February 11, 1937( 
monatee woos O() Qe teri 


Yith the purpose of frlsifying the true significance of the struggle that is 
being mide by the Sprnish prolet-rirzt with singulair heroism, certrin elements have 
commenced 2 crmprign stiting that we sre fighting for the democrrtic and prrliwment 
ary republice In order to support these stctements they give incomprehensible rex~ 
sons which would convince nobody. Those persons who drew of n more or less quick 
return to the political disillusionment. This policy of criminal indecision, of 
which the wir is the bloody epilogue, ctnnot possibly gain the upper hind .gain and 
destfoy the country new. 


The democrrtic pirlinmentiry republic, with socirlist pretensions, wis not 
enprble of preventing the criminrl sttrck of the military traitors on the Spanish 
proletiriwt — .n attack which ws preprred with the prssive complicity of these pol~ 

tdcinns who were fully ware of the prepirvtion ind yet were unable to prevent, with 
the necessiry encrgy wd activity, the miss murder of the Sptnish vorkerse 


fe shill mke no reference to the texts of Marx, Engels nnd Lénine TO do 89 
would be puerilee No one knows better thin the Marxist courides, the mnnumersble 
controversies existing between the vrrious Marxist orgrnisntions .nd it is enough to 
refer to their jourmls in order to find hundreds of arguments rg-inst their present 
political coursee 


The Sprnish revolution his pwssed ~lretdy the bourgeois democratic st.ge65 
Under no pretext whitever, crn the workers be ~sked to renounce 211 tht which they 
hive gained. The supposed inctprcity of the msses to fulfill their initial task 
is 2 trick; 2 trick thrt smells of the old eirlicmentary polit®es and cxn no longer 


BELLIS SESE TERR ORES OER OTR ils CS 
ee 


be r6ecpeted by angone. In reality, it must be rdmitted that the SPanish people hrve 
proven'themselves to be quite capable of continuing the revolutione Some persons 
pretend thrt this ctn proceed without wounding or dwmaging the interests of ~nyone. 
of course, thrt is not possibles se 


The prolettrians ind the pers xnts hive thrown themselves, With tremendous en= 
thusiasm, ito their crentive work. They work without cessition, No one could de~ 
mand that everything should be done perfectlys The workers of Sprin ~re not learned 
mene They did not htve tim to enter the unversitiose Mrny of them, w o antter 
of fret, ire Amiphabetes but rmiphrbets with . soul 2nd 1 hearte Auniphabets tho 
do not enter into profound discussions, who do not know the profound mysteries of in- 
termtionnl politics but analphabets who are working with incredible force, from early 
morning till Inte everning, for the reconstruction of Sptine And who, xt the same 
time, rre giving 211 they ern for the triumph of the revolution and the victory of 
the irmed proletririxt. In short, for the construction of the new clissless society, 
in which all men will be free and cquals 


; - The politiains must have no illusions. Democracy is dende Democrrcys, 18 
the politic.rl expression of 1 clxss, tnd whith wis unible to fulfill its historic 
task must be relegxted to the museum of antiquities. To pretend tht tho proletar= 
int must sustrin such democrrcy is nonsenso in excelsis. ind nonsenso which proved 
very expensive for the Germ%n proletirirt .nd would be even mora so for the workers 
of Spaine The Sptnish proletrrixzt is struggling for its revolution nd not for 
2. democratic porliamentiry republice Everyone must be convinced of thiSe The : 
workers in Sptin tre fully conscious of the fict thit the blood of their comrides who 

ave fillen under the fire of fiscism, wrs not given for thrt purpose 


» 


Dilation aris S14 gaat ieee mee 


("La Revolution Proletirienne" ~ Janurry 10, 1937) 
- (Revolutionary Syndicalist organ = Paris) 


In the course of the prst fortnight, the siturtion seeued to hwe inproved 
from the militcry point of view to the benefit of the governuont forces; the oxr%gger~ 
ated optimism of the jourmlists xt Bureelom ind Vilencin reflects this fact in 
their prompous headlines. Here is one from "Solidiridad obrers" of December 3ly 
19363 "Frinco is deferted. The English observers sry thit the f.ctionalists have 
lost the war in spite of the fret thrt Italy ind Gorminy continue to help them". 


But together with the improvesent ~% the front, the socintl struggles in the 
interior hive become shirper; they show themselves in 1 violont conflict between 
Socinlists, Coumunists and Left Republicsns on tho one hand, tnd the onarcho=syndie- 
alists on the others In Mrrid, they took on 1m oxtremcly violant character which 
enn be glimpsed in tho erse of Prblo Yaguee : 


On Decembor 25, "Solidaridad Obrern" published 2 long oxtriét from + manifesto 
signed by numerous prlitieal ind tride union org nizrtions, announcing tn attempt 
agvinst Pnblo Y-gue of the Communist Party, membor of the Defionse Council of Mrdridy 
rovding 2s follows 


"Today's attempt his shown us thit the Fifth Column his not been liquidated 
and that it is not only active in tho interior but is trying to make use of the 
workers’ organizitionse This induecs us +9 recommend that We proceed t9 cleanse 
our organiaxtions in order t? keep witch on dur enemies and trerxt them ws they 
deserves : 


"Neverthstess it the same time we utter 2 ery of y1lrm to the anta~-frs cists of 
Midrid. The life of the leader is in drrgere -.The more the eneuy is put up agains! 
the will, the more he will try to strike 1t the most remarkableedefenders of our her 
Ole copitel-in order to provoke demoralization ‘among the fighters» 


"Comrirdes & be more vigilint than ever. The life of our lerders becomes more 
nd more preciozus,. Let the vile attenpt ~grinst our comrade Y.gue serve to mike 
Still closer the bonds of friendship that d4xist between the working class and the ms 
of people’ of Mrdrid. : . 


“Soldiers of the people $ let the vitompt .grinst our comrrde Y.gue serve you 
to grasp your rifles with more energy in order to smish fiscism as soon 28 possible, 
for we nssure you that in Spite of everything the rear is ind will be ours. 


“People of Madrid t before the wounded body of our comride let us declare one- 
22in our will to march unitedly on tow-rds Victory". 


: at first sight it seemed to be 2 question of an r2ct committed by disguised 
fascists forming these secret Orgtnizitions which xre known under the genernl name of 
the "Fifth Column", after the allusion which Generrl Queipo de Llano made to it in 
one of his speeches on the rmdio. 4 curious fact, the signatures pliced on this 

anifesto brought the Solidxrity not only of the Socinlists and Communists, but also 
of the Libertrrinn Youth, of the Federrtion of tmarchist Groups, and of the Federatto: 
of United Tride Unions. 


Besides, "Glaridad", organ of the UGT of December 26, 1936, gave the same 
version} 


"The trexcherous ind premeditrted crime of which the victim wis the valiant 
militant of the Communist Party, the delegite of food supply on the Defense Council, 
has clused us profound grief. "Claridad", interpreting the unanimous sentiment of 
the lenders .nd of the arisses of the UGT, condemns the crime with indignrtion and 
shares the regrets of its brother party". 


But now the “Solidaridad obrera" of Decewber 27, 1938, guve in entirely dif= 
ferent explanation in the following -rticles 


"The Regionxl Confederation of Lebor of the Center his published a manifesto 
todaye ‘In this manifesto, the snid Confederttion shows clenrly the honest -ttitude 
of the CNT. It rejects the epithets which have been hurled wWrlnst our orgrnizition 
especinlly the charge thrt it represents the "Fifth Columnt. ; 


"The republican ind Marxist press, says the minifesto, relying on the fact 
that the victim is one of their militants, wants to sow quirrels and contusion, doing 
harm to the union whiéh we hope for naong nll the workers; 


"In the crise = the minifesto rdds ~ where the victim wis the courrde who ws 
% member of the Defense Council of Madrid and 2 militant of the Communist Party, Prbl- 
Yague, we hive been chiracterized in 1 himaful fashicn by the press mentioned rbove. 


The event in the course of which comr-rds Yegue wis hurt happened in the fol-: 
lowing monners Comride Yxgue, chirged by the Defensy Gouncil of Mcdrid with . mission 
in connection with supplies, left Midrid. His ear, folluwing the irtgon roid; on 
rexching the level of the Libertarinn Athonew éay, Anarchist club - 3d.) wis stopped 
by the persons comprising the local gurrd of this certors 


es Vene of the comradea, following the rule of this service, .sked for the doc 
, Umertse. He wis rnsvered bold: comrade Yigue wis A dolegts of the Defensa Council. 


‘“gur comrade said that it wrs not enough to call oneself a . delegites that he 
did not know him, and thit he ought to present the documents which are necessary to 
leave Medrids 


"Then Comrade Yague shoed 21 red bock, which he did not want to submit for ex~ 
amination to the responsible guird. 


“Our comrrde told him that this was also unsxtisfictory, thrt he hid + book wih 
which he could not lewe Mrdrid, without the previous consent of the competent quth- 
orities, the only ones who had the power to put their seal on this kind of document. 


"Then Yngue replied in an authoritative minner thrt he could not rllow him 
self to be stopped like this, with such arguments, and ordered his chiuffeur to 
proceede 3 


"\ccording to the igreement xdopted ~mong the comrxdes on guard, a shot w 78 
fired into the air in order to scrire the pissengers and stop the car} but insterd of 
stopping, the chiuffeur put on more speed; it wrs then thrt the other comradesfired 
twice on the oxr, unfortunitely wounding comrade Yague. This is the truthful 1¢= 
‘count of the frcts just .s they hr~ppened, which the Marxists hive tried to bring to 
the knowledge of Pere Opinion in 2 distorted form rnd presented as the most éxec= 
roble crimée 


"In rccordince with retl justice, wo say that the evil intention ennnot pros- 
per , nd the whole organizition which controls the activities of the ONT in Oxstile 
mikes this a question of honor". 


The document then quotes 1. series of well-known vitempts against militants 
of the CNY ind addse 


"Before this unworthy proeedure, we say publicly, and with nll clirity, that 
we wre honestly preprred to mike still closer the ties of frxternity with yll the anti~ 
fascists; but that in the face of the situation of violence to which cortiin ones Wish 
to bring us, we shall answer in 4, suitable manmr, wnd shall not permit » single time 
that, after comrade Yigue wis wounded, the courrdes of our organicition be assissin= 
ated by those who light the flames of unrestrained passione 


"Three militints of the CNT hive been found derd on the sidewylks of the gape 
ital city in the list few drys". 


The annifesto closes by snying that it will in no wise be permitted that the 
comrrdes on trinl for the ict of which Yxeue wis 2 victim shill be condomned to any 
penvlty whatever, since they do not deserve xrny, hwing simply ctrried out the duties 
with which they were chnrrged, is guxrds who were supposed to control the circulstion 
of those who travelled by the highwry. 


“ind we say! adds the minifesto, “that we will not tolerite it, nor mike any 
new visits to find A solution to the conflict, if we find 2 single dry more . milit- 
ant’ of the ONT dead in the strcets of Madrid, killed by &%- bullet of unknown origine 
Lot those trike note of: it who should, for we use a i aneunes which is clenr and without 
euphemisms, in order to finish once ind for all". 


The syndictlist daily "c,N.T."* of Midrid was suepenidd Pon ay indefinite 
period for haynes pub lished this aoe) Lts inst issue was confisexted at the 


print shop. ‘Refore the protests of the CNT, it was able to appear again after four 
or five drys of silences ; ; ean es 


The Yrgue cise, in spite of its seriousness, is only ‘an individurk cise; it has 
Simply 2lloved us to reqlizo the tension existing in Spain wong the goverment forces 
crexted by the impossibility of obtaining an antifascist unity limited to the defense 
of democracye But the demonstrrtion of women of.the people 2gxinst the shortage of 
bread which his just taken place in Barcelona is 1 ptinful symptom of infinitely more 
importancee Is this situvtion due exclusively to the fact of the civil wr? or 
is it aggrovtted by the incnpreity of the leaders of the political and trade union 
orgtnizitions 189 1 whole? Or is it on the contrary 1 genuine trctic combined xmong 
the socinlists, communists and the "Ssquerrt" (petty bourgeois "Republican" Left-ed} 
in order to utilize these difficulties, to rccentuite them, to mike the anzrcho= 
Syndicalists responsible for then, and to discredit for a long time the very ides of 
collectivization 1m ..workers! regime, 111 this to consolidate bourgeois democracy? 


In order to permit the working-cliss reader to judge for himself, here is first 
of all an extrrct from 2 speech by Comorert, communist minister of supplies, in jweg- 
ing the work of the Bircelony government ("Information", Dece 24, 1936) , 


"Comorer declired that the former Council had completely friled, for all the 
decisions which it’ mde could not be effectively applieds 


"Tt was:unsble to carry gut effectively the mobilization which it had decresd. 
The trxes were not receiweds All kinds of qrficles of prime necessity rre lacking, 
although they exist in the countrye © The distribution of lnbor is defectivercse... 


"The warehouses of the Department are almost emptys ‘Vithin the region every= 
thing exists. But the municiprl councillors of supplies, on the one hind, ind the 


defense committees, on the other, rcting for their own Account, hive prohibited the 
Shipment of article of food to the capitals. : 


"These virious committees of the city and of the villages hive trken the plice 
of the middlemen» They levy yn illegal tax on'nll. merchandise going to the cities, 
or distributed by them for resilee In this way, prices ire going up constintly r= 
cording to the-ciprice of those interesteds : 


This situation ennnot list any moree The legitimate ruthority must be able 
to impose its will. rt wis for this reason lone thit the new Council demanded 
"Full powers" 2s xgninst the irresponsible dictitorship of the committees tnd the 
“uncontrolinbles"s" 


Hera ~re some extracts from the inswer to this .rgumeut broaderst by the 
ONT=FAI radio stnrtions ind published by “Solidaridad tbrera" on December 27, 1936. 


"The charges hurled .grinst the CNY by an inffuentinl militant of the Gatal~ 
oninn socinlists, in regird to the question of breid, cannot brirg any remedies to 
the difficulties which Barcelom finds xt the present moment in obtrining supplies of 
_ flours But, if they ire not refuted, they can foment dissitisfrction and ‘ttrcks 

“Agtvinst our org %nizrtione Thrt is whrt they %re@ trying to doe In the prst crisis, 
the only objective pursued wis to elimincte 2 revolutionary pirty which has © certain 
amount of forces in Crtrlonia (the POUM = ed). once this first result wis obtrin= 
ad, they must not try to repent this maneuver with the CNT by cleverly exploiting the 
miursi difficulties which Barcelom encounters in supplying itself with flour, by 
loading us with the blame for faults for which we are not responsibloese. 
“Nothing helps to break down 4 regime 18 much 18 4% populor ferment. In 311 
revolutions, in all wirs, that is where tha rppesl has been mide in order to wenken 
the prevriling situxrtione 


. 


‘ a 


"this ferment is trking plnce nowe Popular demonstrations: hive begun to trke- 
plncee ‘Long. lines stand in front of the stores. The women of the people are pro 
tasting e They wint bretd.e Not getting it im the quantities needed or under the 
necessary conditions, they protest, they look for those who are presumed to be guilt, 
and it the list minute, following wily advice, they mike res sponsible for this siturt- 
ion the trrde unions of the CNT and the hefense Committees... 

*s+e"Nevertheless there wre no negligences. The ceople of Barcelona has been able. 
to see this by the results. ‘The rccusations hurled agiinst us xre nbsolutely lock- 
ing in foundrtions we do not understand why, on vrrious occasions, the Defense Com 
mittees h.ve been mrde guilty of . situction in which they could ouly -rrange mothers 
vnd prevent the richer ones from getting hold of products ind depriving workers of 
them, while the business men would litve enriched themselves with impunity by trking 
cdvintage of the actual situntione 

‘"~hat are they trying to achieve by rttincking the Mefense Committees ir this 
systemitic manner? The people will not he able to understrnd it, remembering that 
from the first moment they wore in erch district conetrntly on the alert to frustrate 
the plots of the fascist elements; thrt thanks to their *ctivities, the nllies of 
Franco wre chased even into the darkness in which they hide themselves} thie they cor 
stitute one of the surest gumiriniess for the workers in their struggle eae t armed 
reaction, rgainst those who want to mke triumph in Gitalonian the so~crlled g overnme xt 
of Burgos". t 


But whit are the facts which permit us to stite thrt on the pirt of the PSUC 
(United Sociclist-Communist Stalinist prrty of Gatalonin ~ ed), % voluntary and artif- 
icial aggrovytion of the shortrge of brezd? Here is wha "Solidtwridad Obrera"™ of 
December 27, 1936 says on this subject? 


fen our comrndé poKBasch was still in the Supply Department, he mide grext 


efforts before the central goverment to bring to Bircelone a large aint iee of wheat 
coming coming from the enormous stocks tart were ieee at ciudad R62 to supply all 


Spain, but was unable to prevril on them to give usa kilo. Let the reader renlize 
that the Ministry of Agriculture is in the hands of comride Uribe, of the Comuunist 


Partye ene 


"..Recontly, after lexving the Committee of Supply, seeing what wis xbout 
to happen, Domenech warned comrnde Comorera that it was possible to buy two hundred 
cirlotds 1b Gissonae They sent out trucks to get the wheqt. The persants dem vnded- 
payment in’ cishe The trinsiction wis not cnrried out, rnd certrinly not through the 
frault of the persaints, but because of someone who wis interested in hwing Barcelom 
fun short of brend in order to plry politics with the noeds of the public. ‘The snrme 
thing happened with the forty crrlonds at Cervern. ‘Ye could enumernte other concrete 
eases, but we do not want to ign too much poison into the question. our pen must 
make \n unherrd=of effort not to lot itself be carried way by indigm.tione We want 
Above 211 to mke cleir our firm position in the face of the conflict which is brewing - 
“uverything thxt is happening permits us to think that an excuse is being soug: 
to embroil the men of the GNT with public opinion. Diffculties in our work .re being 
preptred for us, rm the-sime thing h-yppens when it is 2 question of 1sking for arms 
so thit the columns formed by the men of the CNT cin confront the enemys 


es ok HA: FCA 2k 26 26 2k 2 2K 


The CNT 1llowed the POUM to be oliminntode It did not reict with the vigor 
which its prestige and its numerical forces peraittede Now we see it w2trcked in its 
turn by the conlition of the socinlists, communists and the Hsquerr.. Being much more 
powerful than the POUM, it has better chinces to resist. Cnly, will not fascism utii~- 
ize these interml conflicts in crder-to resumo the offensive with grevter vigor? In 
any ¢1se, it seems thit there is 1 drive within the FAr-CN?P to got rid of the concess= 
ions mide to its-pretonded allics who, too often, rapperr as disguised enemicse In yn 
swer to the attack agnrinst the sollectivizatiou of industries which is taking form, a 
genuine. current is gathering in grdar to deopen this collestivization. Taking note 


of the plague of bureaucracy imposed by the Generalidad, to put a brake on and to dom — 
esticate the collectivication, there are important unions of the CNT, such as the re= 
cent congress of the Wood Workers Union, or the central organ of the. FAL, “Tierra y 
Libertad", which declare themselves in favor of the syndicalization of the factories, 
that is, for their management by the unions, exclusively, eliminating the Statee 


Is not this effort taking place too late,? Has not a great part of the resour 
ces and of the revolutiomry ardor (of the workers) been consumed already inthe | 
course of the past five months ? on the other hand, pefore July 19th, in the FAL: 
as well as in the CNT they always kept away from any systematic and organized educatio 
and preparation, confusing this with reformist bureaucracys flattering the character~ 
istic Spanish state of mind which wants to obtain everything by & passionate spurt, 
finding excuses for the lack of knowledges Under these conditions, where t.o obtain 
the revolutiomry: cidres necassary for the organization of technology? If only the 
despotic elements of Communism and the Rsquerra do not utilize the results of these 
mistakes of the prst to impose the iron heel of a: State which will ponst of being dem~ 
ocretit. while in renlity consecrating 2 new oppression % 

Le Nicolase 
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KY RIBWALY QUEIAUN 


(Article in the Jewish liberal daily, "Der Tog", and 
in thea New York "Forward", jewish "Old Guard" Soc~ 
jalist daily, January 24th, 1937) 


momen meme OO ree 


‘The Jews must have @ land," declared Leon Trotsky in a special inter~ 
view packed with sensational statements regarding his approach to the Jew~ 
ish probleme The questions were put vo Trotsky inw riting by Me Rosenberg 
Mexico representative of the "ITA" (Jowish Tolegraphic \gency) and by Ke 
Landau, M. Glikovsky, and A, Weisbaum of the local Jewish paper “per Weg" 
The questions were asked and also answered in French, in a special signed 
documents The complete text of the intecview given to the press represent~ 
atives by Trotsky is given here in full." 


REGRETS THAT HB DOES NOT KNOY YIDDISH ~ Before replying 40 your questions, I wish 

to state tat I deeply regret not having learned the Jewish language, which developed 
only after I had become @ grown mane I have never had and have not now the possib= 
jlity of following the Jewish press, and this prevents me from taking @ final position 
on the various aspects of so important and tragic 4 problem» Therefore I cannot 
pretend to be much of an authority in the answering of your questions e Nevertheless 
I shall attempt to reply to them to my best understanding of the issuese 


HISTORY HAS NOT CONFIRMED ASSIMILATION ~ In my youth, I was more inclined to the pos- 
ition that the Jews of the various countries would assimilate, and the Jewish prob= 
lem would thereby 21most automatically cease to exist» ‘The historical development 
of the last century has not, however, confirmed this position» Decliping capitalism 
has everywhere led to 2 pestinl mtionzlism, of which anti-semitism is one pirt. The 
Jewish problem hs for this revson come to the surfice in the most developed capital- 
ist countries of Zurope, 18 in Germanys On the other hind, the Jews of the various 
countries hxve estrwlished their own press and developed their own languxge, Yiddish, 
as an instrument suitrble to modern culturee Woe must, therefore, reckon on the Jews 
sontinuing to exist 28 % ymition for quite ™ long poriod of time to come. 


” 


THE PEOPLE MUST HAVE A LAND ~ But the mition cannot exist unless it his & common tor= | 
ritorye. Zionism has been developed on this very iden, but the every dry frets have 
not proven to us thrt Zionism 43 crpnble of solving the Jowish problome The conflict 
between the Jews and the Arabs ‘tikes on an extremely trigi¢ and threrte ning characters 
I believe that under no circumst rrces cin the Jewish problem be solved within the 
fromework of decaying tapitrlism and. under the control of British imperinlieme “How”, 
you will ask, will socinlism conclusively solve these very problems?" bout thet T 
etn only speculrtes Socirlism, which has become the levder of our planet, or xt 
least, of its most important. acctions, will have unbolievible opportunities in all 
fields» ‘the history of mankind has already witnessed xn epoch of mass migration on 

& primitive basige Socinlismywill afford the opportunities for mass migrations en the 
basis. of the most wdvanced technique and culturee Of course, this does not mean 
forced emigrition, in other words, establishing now ghettoes for bertain nationalitios, 
but ‘voluntary migrations, or to put it betters this refers to migrations which spetif- 
ic’ peoples or sections of thom will dowfhd. the farrflung Jewish niassos who will’ 
desire to live in. separnte commune (kibbutz) will doubtless find % lage ond rich 
enough place in the sune Tho samo opportunities will be afforded the Arabs and other 
far~flung peopled. tional topogriphy will become % part of planned economye That, 
in my opinion, is the great historical perspectivee To work for Intermtioml Soc= 
ialism also means to work for the solution of the Jewish probleme 


THE JEWISH QUSSTION IN SOVIET RUSSIA — You ask whether there still remains 4% Jewish 
problem in Sovict Russine YoSe Tt continuss to exist just ns there still exists an 
Ukrainian problem, 1 Georgian problem and even & Russian probleme The All=-powerful 
bureaucracy is stifling the development of mtioml culture just as it does culture 
in generale . Moreover, the land of the great proletarian revolution is now undergoing 
na period of deep reactions If the revolutiomry upswing has brought out the best 
feelings of human solidarity, then the Thermidor retction has prought to the fore, all 
that is low, harmful and backward in the enviroument of 170 million people. 


CLOUD OF CHAUVINISM ~ In order to strengthen its rule, the bureaucracy has not even 
stapped at Creating 4 certrin cloud of chauvinism nnd anti~semitism, in particulare 
The list Moscow trial, for exiple, wis arranged with the well~cnmouflaged and Appar= 
ently unissnilrble purpose of presenting the internrtionrlists as Jows without belief 
or law who sre capable of selling themselves to the German Gestapoe Since 1925, and 
particularly since 1928, there hrs beon going on % Sinister enough anti~sombtic dem~ 
gogy, hand in hand with symbolical trinls wgainst open progromistse You ask me wheth~ 
er the old Jewish potty bourgeoisie in Soviet Russin has been socially assimiliated in- — 
to the new Soviet Strte. I wm compelled to give you + clear replys 

The social and mitionil statistics in the Soviet Union are strictly propagindistic - 
They are used not to indicite the truth but to florify the leaders and creators of all 
that is goode A considereble section of the Jewish petty bourgeoisis, and the Lower 
and middle strata especially, hive been rbsorbed into the huge apparatus of State in-, 
dustry, commerce, cooper tives, ctce ‘This hrs resulted in an antix~semitie spirit, ond 
the lerdership employs oxpert cunning in turning wd deflecting against the Jows ,the 
dissatisfaction thit exists agninst the burenucracye 
BIRGBIDJAN SND P..LESTING = In regird to Birobidjan I ennnot offer 2 persoml evaluation. 
Tam not rcquainted with the territory id still less with the condition under which 
the Jows ire esttblishing thomsclves theroe In any caso, this concerns only % limited 
experiment, Soviet Russia is still too poor to solvo its own Jewish problom, even if 
there wore % much more socirlistic regime than now existse* 

Tho Jewish problom, I roiterxte, is closoly linked up with tho emaneiprtion of 
all mankinde #All olse boing done on this ficld can only be & palliative and 2 blind 
alley, 2s the example of Palostine domonstrrtese 

Le De TROTSKY 


«Final sentence omitted in “Jewish Daily Forwird" version, puk appesred in “Der Tog” - 
whose version is identienl in all othor respects 


LONDON BURE AU ~ A&A BURBAU “TITHOUT, PROGRAM «4 


FROM THE BRUSSELS CONFERENCE TO THER ARGELON A CONFERENCE 


(ae 00 0= 
(La Lutte Quvriere", Organ of the French Section of the 4th Internat ional 
January 1, 1937) eo 


A Congress of People Without & Program 


The Congress called by the "Bureau for Revolutionary Socialist Unity" (London 
Bureau) at the end of @ectober was distinguished by its extremely heterogeneous com 
position. The London Bureau was represented by! The Independent Labour Party of 
England, the S.A.P. of Gemnany, the Socialist Party of Sweden, the POsUeMey of Spain 
and the Maximalists of Italye In addition there were presents Ferrat and Pivert of 

Frances Liebaers, for the Belgian Anti-War League; some unknown English pacifists, 
seven groups from Palestine fighting each other in part very sharply, a small American 
group claiming to be for the Fourth International (and also anti~Trotskyite), and 
finally, the R.S.A.P. of Holland (Sneevliet) who thought he could be able to make 
fruitful use of the Congress as a tribune for the diffusion of his ideas « 


Thus all the colors of the socialist rainbow were represented theres partisans , 
$talinists, (some Palestinian groups), alongside of soue representatives of the left" 
of the Second Internatiowml (Pivert)3 partisans of the merger,with reservatior , of 
Secomi and Third Internationals (Schwab), alongside of certain partisam of the Fourth 
International (Sneevliet); routine tight-rope walkers of a new Interm tional (Brockway) 
together with people who at bottom have given up any International (Liebaers), or 

have no position at all yot (Ferrat) « If we omit the POUM, all the other organi z- 
ations from the quantitative point of view can be considered as neg ligiblee 


If we omit the R.S.A.P. too, the quzlitative vilue of the others can be proven 
by the negative chiradter of their dimensionse The only thing which they all have 
in common is the total absence of x program founded in principle. 


Tha common description under which they can be placed is that of the ‘"ysithout 
. Program". 


The actyrl Congress had, like all the proceding ones, the same “inoperative” 
charictere 


All concrete criticism of the policy of the participants in the Congress wis 
errefully zvoidede 


Nevertheless the delegrtion of the POUM brought something of the spirit of the 
Eornish revolution into the deliberxtive hall, which troubled the former serene unity 
of the politicinns md the prcifists « 


It wns thus that there resulted — xlthough only in the corridors - viclent con- 
flicts"on apprrently interminrble considerntions aud discussions" (New Leader)» Tis~ 
eussions which, if they did not result in split, it was only becxuse the routine 
burenuerats knew how to use three mers of helps ne finding of formulation behind 
which everyone #%n thivk wont he wants; be pxssing shady questions in Bilence$ 


@ 


Ce the ques tions where noithor method 2.nor method b are of any help re referred to 
the next Congress. 


The Lonion Buretu nmi the Sprnish Revolution 


The Spanish question ibsorbed the grerter ptrt of the time of the public discus~ 
Sione The quintessence of Gorkin's specch wis the defense of the entry of the POW 
into the corlition goverment of Catalonia, in which he tried to excuse ind to justify 
the present inti~Bolshevik position of the POUM by invoking the extrrordinwy differ- 
ences of the siturtion in Sprin in comprrison with the siturtion of Russia in 1917. 


To justify the dissolution of the Centr2rl Committee of Anti-Fascist Militias of, 
Bireelont, the incomplete but the first Soviet of Burcelona, he declared that there 
were in Russin (contrary to Sprin) Soviets but no trade unions and tht on the con 
- trary in Citrlonin, the trade unions ire destined to dssume the role of Sovists. 


In rerlity, the Cartalén Soviets were liquidited in favor of the old bourgeois 
Sovernment2l rpprarstuse ‘ 


Finally, Gorkin da@lared in just these words, "fe cannot at the present stnge 
discuss the political questions". The POUM would nevertheless"be disposed to fur= 
nish all the drta", but is too much occupied with immediate questions to be thle to 
open & discussion in the political domaine 


With the exception of Field, to whom no attention was given, x11 the Corgress 
members abstained from any criticism on the policies of the POUMy>«. 


The presente of two representritives of the R«S.4.P. and of the sectorian Field, 
gave the pirty of the London Buranu, wt letst, rlthough an actual necessity — 1 com 
mon Aime- 


The organ of the $.A.P. wrote § “The efforts of the Trptskyites hid the happy 
result of showing that everybody «.« delimited themselves sharply from the Trotskyites. 


"It wis ¢lenrly stated by Comrade Gorkin thit there could be no question of 
ihaiking any kind of concessions to the Trotskyites xnd thit the Trotskyite sections 
should not be invited to Bircelonie" 


We rectll that during the yorr 1935, Doriot mide similar strtements Fenner 
Brockwiy writes freely in the sime sensGe He writes in the*"New Leider" ~"The of- 
ficial Trotskyite groups boycotted the Congress, but we had the neovTrotskyites, who 
were, if possible, even worse than the originil Trotskyitose..» The experience of 
the Brussels congress shows us thit the rttompted collxborxtion with little groups 
with one~track minds hrs no valuee" ‘ 


The Intern.tioml Confercnee at Brrcelom (in Jinuary) 


But whore the opposition crime into conflict with nll the more violence wis when 
the concrete question wis posed of the rexson for the Intormtionil Confcronce at 
Birceloni« 


The loft wing under the impulsion of the Sprnirrds spoke in fnvor of lxying 2 
that Conference, the foundrtions for the crortion of the new Mirxist revolutioniry 
Internitional, rnd of the dolegites committing themselves on their return to their 
respective countries to driving forwird the forees which work for the crastion and the 
constitution of the revolutiomry workers' Internitdonnal. This "Trotskyite" domind 
wrs completely unrcceptable to the reretiomry Schwibe He, who in 1933, signed the 
pret of Four for the Fourth Intermtioml1, today does not want to hear ny talk of 


AOD TRY ee pee SOLOS EA TE ORR NS te A 7S PS LEGO O IY B. 


n new Intermtiowle ‘He ia now for tho “reformition of the lnbor movenent" becrusée 
thet suits him for his policy of. Gcrmin People’s Front. ; 


But for Gorkin, this we unrcceptablo. With the I-L.P., tho RSA-Po, the 

Aximalists, Field im other small groups he formed 4 majority of fifteen to six 
agrinst the S.i.Pe, the Swedes, Kruk (the ILP of Poland), the Zionists and otherse 
Jaen Schwab wis put in 1 minority, he withdrew .1l‘his proposals for amendments ind 
tiodificctions and mide it known that he would not submite The meeting of the Com= 
mission was wdjournede It was close to 2 split. © But this ‘would hive obliged the 
whole left wing to begin seriously to work for " new International and thus draw 
closer to the “Trotskyites". But before this, all the menbers of the London Burehu 
recoiled in dismiys 


Fenner Brockway developed igrin his tylent as an intermediary and xrfter suspen- 
Sion, he reopened the meeting with the strtement that the commission hrd naw doclrred 
itself “umininously and enthusirnsticrlly" to commit the London Buretu in its entirety 
to support the Burcelom confcrencey which had not previously been the cisee The 
resolution which wis rdopted x8signed to the Bircelona Conference “6 its task, to 
Nexnmine the conditions, to drive forwrrd and to orgnnize the necess xry forces for the 
formation of 2 truly revolutionary Intermitionil". (Trinsixted from the Brglish) 


The Congress will be called simultaneously by the London Burexu and the Inter> 
mitional Scoretrrinrt of the POUMe+s. 


The Lo 


The Intermtional Secretrriat for the Fourth Internrtional hid decided not to 
prrticiprte in the Brussels Congress bectuse this Congress, like its predocessors, 
represented only 1 macting of pirliamentirist diplomxts who, 1s is st«ted in the 
Resolution of the world Congress for the Fourth International, serve, in the list an- 
Alysis only to provide in intern.tioml decorative covering for the centrist org an- 
Lzitions. os 


The transoformation of the POUM in the course of the Spanish events into 2 left 
contrist org ~nization did not mike any change in the general ch2ractcr of the Brussels 
Congress s It could not be used 7s 2 tribung for the diffusion of the idens for the 
Fourth Interm.tion.l, kaciuse itwis held too fir wway from the conter of the Ravol= 
ution nnd thercfore found itself isolrted from the misses seve 


If the Sprnish proletrrixt still succoeds for 2 grezter or less period of time 
in resisting successfully, ind if, the trordhery of the 2nd and the 3rd Internitionals 
penetrates more ind more élearly and concretely into the eetegGeusnsss of the masses 
when finvlly the problem of the gvthering of the truly revolutionary forces of the 
entire world will show itself 1s the only wry to rescue the Spanish revolution and 
will become more burning, the ide. of the Fourth Intermtioml will penetrate more 
and more deeply into ever wider lryers of the proletrrirte 
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WY THE FOURTH INTEANITTONAL IS PARTICIPATING IN JHE BARCELONA 
Le ~_CONFERINGH «| | 
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Resolution of the Internrtional Bureau for the. 4th Tatsrnnti onal 
on prticipition in the Internstional Conference at Brecelon 
‘scheduled for January, 1937, by the Intermtional Secrcetrri.y eo ae 
‘ of the POUM xnd the Bureau for Rovolutionary Socialist Unity ma - 
* 


("La Lutte Guvriere", Organ of the French Section of the 4th Interm.tioml, December 
25th, 1936) / ; 


Berne, dece 2/36 
le The Internxtioml Secretzrint for the 4th Intermtionnl had decided not to 
participrte at the October Gonforence in Brussels "gninst Wir, Frscism .nd Tmperini-- 
‘ism" ¢.lled by the London Burenue It «cted thus in the spirit of the genewm Cont~ 
erence for the 4th Internitional which in its resolutions hed emphrsized the charact~— 
er of this conference of the London Burenus 


"The internxtioml conference of the two Bureus mentioned rbove pepresent, like — 
the 2nd Internrttiom1 - but in 2 much sm-ller mersure ~ institutions xnd meetings whic 
ere helf diplomrtic, half parliamentrry, which serve only x8 ~ menns to furnish to the 
right centrist org nizations, 1 dvorntive intornitionrl cover which permits them tc 
e°rry on their opportunist noatioml policys The declaritions and so-cxlied decisiors 
of the internrtionsl conferences, alrendy fundamentally eclectic, romrin wibhout nny 
influence on the rorl policies of the .ffilivted mtionail Org. nizrtions.e.s+5«(line of 
dots in the original). 3 : 


"Tho proposed congress ig then, under its true rspect, 1 big fraud, which can 
only prrnlyze the retl proletirian Struggle agrinst war, frscism and imperirlism.e If 
this congress w-s composed of miss orginizrtions of the working clxss, it would be 
profitable for the révolutiomry orgtnizations, without regird to the program or the . 
spprrent lerdership to be present in order to expose the fraud defore 2 prolet rrian 
tribune -nd oppose to it tho program of revolutionary strugglee In the present caso, 
however, prrticipition in such a congress ceAn only serve to fraternize with proiess= 
ionrl confusionists of contrism, or to unmisk the londors without misses before them 
selves. In ny cfse, the, movement for tho 4th Internitionsl refuses to participate 
in this dceeit or to furnid # olor of revolutionary dignity by sending a delegation: 
It recommends identicrl xction to all affilinted orgrnizstionse" — 


ee It is true tht the POUM since this decision was taken hrs been ble to gaix 
mess influence, 2t lerst in One region of Sprin, wnd.in the eys of a large fraction 
of the Crtrlonian proletrrirt represents the future of the socialist revolution. ~~ 


The delegrtion of the POUM, rbout 20 strong, could not chinge the general pars 
linmentiry = diplomatic chrracter of the Congress. Gorkin, the spokesman for the © 
delogition, wrs no exception to the trboo on mutunl criticism. The ‘congress, the cus _ 
tomsry rendezvous for the Tenders of centrist pirties (whose roles ire decided in ad> 
vines), could offer no interest for in rctive interfention of the Bolshevik=Leninists. . 
Nor could they make use of it 2S y miss tribuml to unmask centrism rnd prcifisn and 
propagate our idens: for, excepting the POUM, the pirties groups did not represent 
‘either n precise ideology or an important mass. The congress iteglf was held far » 
from the revolutioniry workers’ of the POUM, .nd completely apart from the working 
Massese 


\ Given the fact that the centrist burenucrrts were not exposed to any criticism 
from the rank and file, it would have been, on the contrary, easy for them, if the — 
orgtnizrtions for the 4th Internntion.l h-d prrticiprted, to concesl the absence of 
any common plrtform of principles by unity in the struggle against Trotskyite "see=) 


¥ 


tarianism". For we must not forget that on this ae the represents hives of the 
LOndon Bureru rire alwnys and completely in agreement, rnd do not hesitrte to quote 
the opinions of the RBolshevik~Leninists before their members in the most deformed fas 
don. If theywere not given this opportunity for. maintaining 2 pseudo unity, the dit: 
ferences which exist among them would inevitably have to come to light under the pres’ 


» Sure of the Spanish events. For their “révolutionary unity" exists ouly under trio: 


negationt anti~Trotskyism, anti-Sdialinism, anti-reformism, vhile they do wot succeed 
in coming to agreement on any positive point». 


36 The participants in the world congress for the 4th Interm>tiomi hd express 
ed the opinion that. the Brussels congrogs “by its own nature ws well ns the compositic: 
of the orgnnizntions which have mide known their intention to trke part, is doomed to 
impotence .nd inatprcity to exercise the functions for which it has been called." 


This estimrtion wis completely justified, 8 proven not only by the f&ct that 
they had to remrin silent on the most important problems (internal Spanish policy, 
Soviet Union, etce), but rlso by the fact that they had to ctll 1 new donference in 
Barcelona 21s eirly 18 the beginning of Janurry, which will hive to resolve all the 
tasks posiponed >t Brussels. The Spanish revolution proves more nd more insistently 

and concretely the necessity for % new Intermtioml}; the leaders of the POUM must 
take account of the will of their members to cirry through an intermtiomil regroup= 
ment*on a new revolutiomry basis, and that is why they decided to propose to the con~ 
ference the following task, in spite of the violent resistance of the most reactiomwy 
‘wing of the London Burenu (Schwnb) ¢ 


"To exnmine the conditions, to drive forward and to orgrnize the necessary forces 
for the formation of 1 new truly revolutionary Internatioml" (Translited from the 
Erelish) ("tue nouvelle Intermtiomle vriiment revolutionniire") (Traduit de l*Angi 
In the origintl)), 


4. The conference scheduled for Bircelonn will be crlled by the initintive of the 
POU and will be organized no longer exclusively by the London Bureau but in the first 
instance by the Internxtional Secretiriat of the PoUM. it is evident that it will of 
fer no guirantee for the victory of our ideas, but it will crente in the very he rt of 
the Sptnish revolution, entirely different conditions for a collective participrtion of 
the org.nizations of tho 4th Internotional. The Brussels Congress proposed only » 
genertl struggle agninst war, fascism and imperialism. The Bircelona conference sets 
before itself 2. more limited altho ugh still indefinite aim, iee., the conditions for 
the création of a new Internitional.s The content of the problem ‘on the agenda for 
Bircelona 19 closer to our aim’ the building of 1 4th International. The mynner in 
which the problem will be treated will therefore depend to % lesser extent on the rout» 
“ine of certain French, English, Germin, Swedish xnd other centrists, and to 2 greater 
extent on the spirit of the rink and file of the POUM, on the rtmosphere thnrt reigns 
in the center of the Spinish revolution and on the pirticiprtion of the B=Le 


Tn doing this it 4g =a at ni “guided by ihe Serene 
hope of eee “over the conservitive leaders of the principal GEE GRE EG +0 ue of the 
London Bure tue 


Before the eyes of the revolutionary misses, the representrtives of the 4th In- 
ternrtional will confront their principles and ide.s which cover 111 fields of the 
cless struggle znd which hive been eliborited in the course of long yerrs = the prin- 
ciples 2nd idens of Bolshevisim-Leninigm, with those of the contrist lenders. Such 4 
proprginds during . public, democratic, honest discussion should result in bringing 
to light .11 the centrist ambiguities .nd werknesses, and in favoring the evolution 
of the militants of the POU towntrd Leninisme 

THE INTERNATION\L BUREAU 
’ The Internrtioml Bureau for the 4th Internitile 
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THE UNITY MANIFESTO 


wenee MAT TW THREE -PARTINS HAVE STONED = ¥snmnnnn nn 
( “New Leader" ; January RRs 1937) 


UNITY OF ALL SICTIONS OF THE WORKING~CLASS MOVEMENT 3 

UNITY IN THE STRUGGLE AGAINST FASCISM, REACTION, AND WAR, AND AGAINST 
THE NITIONAL GCVERNMENT 3 g 

UNITY IN THE STRUGGLE FOR IMMEDIATE DEMANDS iND THE RETURN OF 4 LABOUR 
GOVERNMENT AS THE NEXT ST\GE IN THE ADVANCE TO WORKING=CLASS POWER} 
UNITY THROUGH THE REMOVAL OF ALL BARRISRS BET VEEN SECTIONS OF THE 
WORKING-CLASS MOVEMENT, THROUGH THE STRENGTHENING OF TRADE UNIONISM 
SND COmOPER\TION, THROUGH THE ADOPTION OF A FIGHTING PROGRiMMG OF 
MASS STRUGGLE, THROUGH THE DPEMOCRiTISATION OF THE LABOUR PARTY AND 
THE TRiDE UNION MOVEMENT; 

UNITY VITHIN THE FRiMSVORK OF THE LiBOUR PiRTY AND THE TRIDE UNIONS. 


“These are the objectives of those responsible for launching the unity campaign 
= a campaign to revitalise the activity and transform the policy of the Labour Move= 
ment. 

ai "CHILLENGR iND ATTACK" 

"Today is no time for defeatism or for breakaways}; today is no time for re= 
treat or for the abandonment of working-class unity in favour of class eollaboration; 
today is the time for a united challenge and attack. To weld the power of the work- 
ers into 2n unbreakable front, to advance in the gight for Socialism, we must mobil~ 
ize for immedinte objectives, ¢lear in their appeal and vital in the battle against 
reaction and Fascism. 


“on the basis of unity let the whole Labour Movement deelare its determina= 
tion to oppose fascism in nll its forms, to oppose the National Government 1g the a~ 
gent of British Capitalism and Imperirlism, to oppose all restrictions upon civil and 
Trade Union liberty, to oppose the militarisation of Great Brittine Let the Move- 
ment declare its implacable opposition to the rearmiment rnd reeruiting programme of 
the Nition-l Government, for thit Government uses ysrm iments only in support of Fas~ 
cism, of imperinlist wir, of rerdtion, rm of colonini suppressions 


"The fight for peace deminds unbending hostility to a Nation. Govergment that 
cin #n no circumstances be trusted to uso irmaments in tho interests of the working~ 
class, of the peoples, or the perce. 


"To sive the peoples of the warld from the growing menice of Fascist nggres= 
sion, the working-class must mobilise the miximum offoctive opposition; it must mob= — 
jlise for the mintonince of perce, for the defense of the Soviet Union .nd its fight 
for perce, ind for the pret detwoon Groat Britrin, the Soviet Union, France, ind all j 
other Strtos in which tho working=cliss hive political freedom. Working=cliss unity 
2lone cin ensurc the winning of the brittle for percge Into the very foreground of 
political conflict must bo brought the demand for the nitiomlisation of the arms — 
industry ard for the abolition of the crste and class system within the armod forces. 


"Zct the Labour Movement doclnre without equivocrg ion that it supports the 
strugglo of the Indian and coloninl peoples agrinst imperialism, that it is with 
them in their fight for free speech, a freo préss, froo mecting and organisation; 
with them in the fight for their immedinto dowinds in the struggle to 4llovicte 
their position qf aconomic im social servitudee 
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"7ORKERS* NEzps" . 5 


_tNow is the time fer the workers, conseious of their power and of the Movement' 
strongth of purpose, to wige incossint struggles, political and industrial Alike, for 
Simple things the workers noode Let the Movement not writ for genernl elections, 
but wow by active demonstration, win ind orginise support for — 


Abolitiom of the Means Tests — 
'.U.C. scrles of uncmployment benefit; — yes 
Netionnl work of social value for distressed arcs} 
Forty-hour week in industry and the publics service; 
-Ppnid holiday for 411 workers; ate 
The rbolition of ticd cottrges for agricultural workers; 
Co~ordinited Trxde Union «ction for higher wrges in industry, 
especinlly in mining, cotton, and swerted trdes; 
Non-contributory pensions of hl at 603 
Immedinxte rehousing of the workers in town xnd countryside 
‘in houses thit zre homes3” 
Power to. got brick land for the people; 
Nationrlisxtion of the mining industry; 
Effective control of the banks, the stock exchanges with their 
gambling ind private profitecring - profiteooring rccenturted 
by the trmvment booms Seay eee ee 
Making the rich pty for social woriorttion. ce 
We strnd for xction, for rttrick, for the cnding of rdreat, for 
the building of the strength, unity, snd power of -the Working~ 
class Movement o" 


WILLI‘M MELLOR, STAFFORD CRIPPS, G.R- MITCHISON, (For the Socinlist Letgue). 


J\MES MiXTON, F.V.JOVETT, FPENNBR'BROCK TY (For tho Independent Labour P rty)e 
HARRY POLLITT, ¥. GALL‘CHER, R- PilMG DUTT (For the. Communist Party “js 
: xk OK ROK OR OK 
“T-L.Pe RESERV TIONS 


The Nitional Council of the I.L.P. endorsed the arrangements for the Unity Cam- 
phign, xnd ruthorised the Chrirmn and Secrotxry of the Pirty to sign the manifesto on 
its beholf. Tt mado tho following reservations, which hive been necepted by tho Soc- 
inlist Lergue xnd the Communist Party 25 a condition of I.L.P. participrtions~ 
THE L'BOUR PikTY - The I.L-P. ms not been propircd to 1ffilinte to the Lrbour Party 
Until domocr~tisrtion of its Constitution and structure has trken plrce, but it looks 
to the offedt of the Unity Camprign to create the spirit within the Lrbour Party which 
will give rexsonrble hopes of such democritisrtion rm of freedom to express the Soc= 
idlist policy of the I.L,P. in n@itrtion ind rection in representitive hodies xd olse= 
where, 80 enrbling it once agnin to become %n integral pirt of the Libour Pprrtye 
T.LePe mrintiins its opposition to working~class relitnce 

ary Picts between 


in those respcctSe 
the working cliss hive won political powers 


the party, the I.L-P. recognizes the nocd to subordinx.te criticism of the policy of 


the Sovict Union in order to mobilise support for Sovict Russi, rrising out of its 
action in rolrtion to Spains 


(Continued from page 4) ; a 
only repenting their disastrous flirtwion with the CP of 1932-345 except that the 
Sirlinists tre forcing the issues harder now 1nd will bring 2bout a crisis in the 


ILP sooner gn the issue of capitulation or political struggle. The SAP; with its 
lerdership driving hard to the right toward Strlinism, hs gone further amd faster. - 
They wlrendy belong to a People's Front; of course, t hey want to make it 4 "re volutia .. 
ary"people’s Front. This is to confuse the workers both as to what is revolutionary © 
and what is a People's Front. ar 


How long will it be possible for these disparate elements to hold together in the’ 
London Buresu, on the pnrsis of dapitnlizing on the nctivities ond mass following of 
the POUM? ‘The answer will depend in part on what the revolutionists do- 

Lcikadonnse tense | : 
Note: We reproduce Comride Trotsky's article on the Jewish question As n antter of 
interest, not “5 representing the position of our org wnizitione We expect to 


present our position in subsequent documents. 
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